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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 2—Paul at Thessalonica and Bercea...Acts 17 : 1-15 
2.J wy 9.—The Thessalonian 


PIGEONS, - Kcad so Piaeg Be esot 1 Thess. 1; 2 : 17-20; 4 : 13-18 

3. July 16.—Paul at Athens............-.-.++5 Acts 17 : 16-34 

4. July 23.—Paul at Corinth..........c+eese-seee Acts 18 : 1-22 

5. July 30.—The Word of the Cross....... 1Cor.1:1to2:5§ 
6. August 6.—The Greatest Thing in the World 

(Temperance Lesson).:..........sccccseseeeveeds 1 Cor. 13 

7. August 13.—The Grace of ita ing osacdcckts Xc003 2Cor.9 

8. August 20.—The Riot at Ephesus-.......... Acts 19 : 23-41 

9. August 27.—Journeying to Jerusalem...... Acts 20 : 16-38 


10. September 3.—Paul’s Sorrows and 
Gasslorte 


11. September 10.—The Arrest of Paul.......... Acts 21: 
12. September 17.—A Prisoner in the ‘Castle......... Acts 22 


13. September 24.—Review:. The Things 
hich Are Not Seen............ ead 2Cor.4:1tog:4 


All Needs Met 


By J. H. Sammis 


RACE that never can be told 
G Flows for Jesus’ sake; 
No good thing does He withhold, 
Have we faith to take. 
Rise, my soul, begin to live 
Free to ask as He to give. 
Why so poor? 
A boundless store 
Waits the asking;—wart no more. 








Resting 


God works in order that we may rest. 
only God’s work that can give us rest,—our own 


It is 


works can never rest- us, here or hereafter. And 
resting is not only our privilege, it is our duty. To 
one who has been worn out and sick in body, mind, 
and spirit, a veteran Christian who knows the secret 
of peace writes, in a loving letter of good cheer: 
“So rest. Don’t try to~hold the bed up. It won't 
fall. And, anyway, the everlasting arms are under- 
neath you.” To rest in Him is to be restored. To 
cease from our own works, and to accept gratefully 
and -completely all that His works have wrought and 
won for us, is to know that peace of God without 
which we can neither rest nor work. For this “rest- 
ing” means also our new and only efficient equip- 
ment for working; through one who has entered 
into the rest of faith God himself can work as no 
man works. 
a“ 


Your Strongest Point 


Strong people are not of much use to God. 
Their strength is their hindrance. Their strength 
is the barrier between themselves and the greater 
strength, the omnipotence, of God. And God can- 
not do much for or with people until his omnipotence 


is given unhindered right of way in their lives. In 
Mrs. Barclay’s story “The Wall of Partition,” the 
cronisaiiied, stubborn man at the center has a hard 
time believing the word of the Bishop: “When 
your strongest point has become your weakest, then 
your weakest can be made truly strong.” That is 
why “not many mighty” are called of God; and 
why “God chose the weak things of the world, that 
he might put io shame the things that are strong.” 
When, in self-confessed weakness before God, we 
lay down all our str as worthless in the sight 
of God, then we get into the class that God can 
use in power and wonder and glory. And as the 
very light of God breaks in upon us, we understand 
why that weak man of omnipotence, the great apostle 
Paul, cried out, “He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord.” 
ae 


In the Penitentiary 


“Now” is one of the greatest of all Gospel 
words. Christ never offers a soul salvation, or peace, 
or joy, at some future time. His accepted time is 
now. A Christian worker was leaving a prison cell 
in a penitentiary, where he had been visiting: “Well, 
Mr. ——,” said one of the prisoners as he bade him 
good-bye, “if you stay until 1930 I'll go out with 
you.” The free man shuddered at the thought. 
“How long would I have to wait for J——?” he 
asked, referring to the prisoner’s cell-mate. The 
other put his finger to his lips, and whispered “life.” 
The Christian man then thought that 1930 did not 
seem so distant or hopeless. Yet Christ, the opener 
of prison doors, was ready to give both these men 
such a liberty that their cell would be transformed 
into a place of gladness and joy such as few draw- 


ing-rooms can boast. So he is willing to do for 
any “cell” or any “penitentiary” in which any one 
who ought to be a brother of his has to live; and he 
wants to do it now. From the day when Jesus 
arose in that syn e in Nazareth and announced 
the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy,—to preach good 
tidings, to proclaim release, to set at liberty,—from 
that moment, now has been “the year of Jehovah’s 


favor.” 
x 
Our Prayer Methods 


Prayer is not the necessar 
Christian’s work: it is the chief item in the work 
itself. Do we keep this principle in mind when 
planning our “hours of work”? A Christian leader 
who had just, found it.necessary to decline an urgent 
invitation to take ‘up a certain service on a mission- 
aty board, was discussing with two friends the prob- 
lem of the increasing calls to serve on committees 
for important Christian work. One of his friends, 
who is a national figure in Christian service, said 
that he believed revolutionizing results would follow 
if Christian men definitely scheduled a large por- 
tion of their time for prayer, counting that a rigid 
part of their plans for service, though it might mean 
declining many invitations to serve on committees. 
Mr. W. Graham Scroggie, in his series of articles 
on prayer (the last of which appears on page 407 
of this issue), has startled many into a new idea 
of how to make the prayer life effective. He pleads 
for “method” in prayer. It is a serious business 
that deserves careful study and planning. Shall we 
not give it first place in our “program of work” 
and count it “the very last thing for which we cannot 
find time”? 


supplement to a 


< 


Kitchener’s Idea-of War 


drove to St. Paul’s Cathedral,” said a newspaper 

despatch from London, “to attend the memorial 
service for Lord Kitchener. . . . From twelve to one 
thesgity was a place of mourning. . . . Wren’s great 
dome never canopied a more distinguished or less 
resplendent gathering. Here and there was an of- 
ficer of the Allied Army in a brilliant uniform... 
but all the British Army representatives were in 
khaki, while the only civilians not in black were the 
Lord Mayor and his retinue.” There followed a list 
of the great cnes of the British Empire and of other 
nations who were in attendance in honor and in lov- 
ing memory of the man who had gone. 

Readers of the newspapers since that tragie day 
when the British crusier Hampshire went down have 
been stirred by the inspiring accounts of the life, 
the work, the fighting, and the death of this British 
leader in war and in peace. Whatever his limita- 
tions or his mistakes may have been, as a human 
figure he is one of the gigantic personalities and 
powers of our generation. And certain characteris- 
tics of his life and work teem with challenging sug- 
gestiveness to those who acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as their Lord of war and of peace. 

“Conversion to the core, which is the only conver- 
sion worth having,” wrote the late Dr. Theodore L. 
Cuyler, “means a declaration of war: it is a chal- 
lenge to the devil.” So the true Christian is a 
fighter; and the true Christian is an overcomer,— 
a “more than- conquerer.” Kitchener believed in 
fighting; so does the Christian. What Kitchener 
mistakenly said as to the highest civilization the 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ can truly say 
of life in Him in this age. Said Kitchener: 
will always need and we will always have soldiers. 
They are absolutely essential inthe highest civiliza- 
tion. Without the military spirit, nations decay. 
Nothing can endure without the military spirit... . 
Perhaps I should say the fighting spirit is what I 
mean. Without the fighting ‘spirit a nation—or a 
man—will rot.” And Paul believed in fighting to 
win, and in fighting through to the end. “So fight 
I, as not beating the air.” “I have fought the good 


Trove to's silent crowds the King and Queen 


“We : 


fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
aith.” 

The Christian’s fighting is to be without compro- 
mise, without toleration of the enemy; relentlessly 
and completely and victoriously through to a crush- 
ing, overcoming finish. That was Kitchener’s idea 
when he dealt with an enemy that was dangerous 
and poisonous to the cause for which he stood. 
“He wiped out the last trace of Mahdism. The 
Mahdi’s tomb was the great shrine of the Dervishes. 
Kitchener demolished the tomb, the holy place, and 
scattered the mummy so that no part of the body 
could be gotten for re-enshrinement to be a focus 
of future trouble, He just tore the body up by the 
roots and gave peace to Egypt.” Is that the spirit 
in which we are facing and fighting our two deadly 
enemies, self and Satan? It is the only spirit that 
will win the victory. The fight of faith recognizes 
only one success—as regards our sinful self, “that 
the body of sin might be done away” (Rom. 6:6). 

But Kitchener was a builder as well as a destroyer. 
“From the bloody field of Omdurman the terrible 
Sirdar went himself to London to demand funds 
for a Sudanese college. Kipling is quoted by two 
newspapers, in his picture of Kitchener’s British: 


“They terribly carpet the earth with dead, and before 
their cannons cool, 

They walk unarmed by twos and threes to call the 
living to school.” 


And the Christian’s great work is “unto the build- 
ing up of the body of Christ: till we all attain unto 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a full-grown man, unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 
4: 12, 13). 

In all his work, whether as fighter or as builder, 
Kitchener’s persistence and diligence put him in the 
“superman” class. Not quite twenty years ago, start- 
ing to avenge Gordon’s death, he undertook to build 
a railroad from Cairo to Khartoum. “It had to 
cross the desert from Halfa to Abu Hamed, 230 
miles of sand. Experts scoffed at the idea; it was 
absurd; the entire carrying capacity of the train 





for work.” an’: i i 

ing, undefeatable one, “For it is God who worketh 
in you both to will and to work, for his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil. 2: 13). — pate : 

As life to the Christian is a ceaseless opportunity 
for working in omnipotence in whatever his Lord 
directs, always. remembering that “herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit,” so to 
Lord Kitchener life was just an unending oppor- 
tunity for untiring work. When the present war 
broke out, “the Prime Minister made him Secretary 
of State for War, and he responded in his wonder- 
fully efficient way. His first question when he got 
to the office was, ‘Is there a bed here?’ He was told 
there was not, and said ‘Get one.’ He slept only 
five hours out of the twenty-four, and left his post 
every morning at one o’clock, eee before nine.” 
In his sphere he reminds one of Henry Martyn’s 
immortal word, “Now let me burn out for God.” 

That Kitchener did not believe in unnecessary 
work appears in the terse sentence, “He cut at one 
stroke a million bands of red tape.” If true effi- 
ciency, eliminating unnecessary motions and details, 
has its place in secular administrative feats, how 
much more should it have its place in our work for 
our Lord. 

The incompetent fared badly in Kitchener’s ser- 
vice. a as in South Africa he had shipped back 
to England more than four hundred officers as ‘use- 
less,’ he started in to weed out the incompetents in 
India. All failures were treated with unbending 
severity, whether high or low. He never played 
favorites, and never permitted an excuse to. pre- 
vail.” Our Lord, who offers himself and all his 
resources to us that we may work as God works, 
and produce results such as only God can produce, 
is at the same time, by His very nature, unsparing 
of fruitless service. “Every branch in me that bear- 
eth not fruit, he taketh it away.” 

A newspaper correspondent who, ten years ago, 
had a remarkable interview with Kitchener, and who 
was surprised to find that the great military leader 
was not the aloof, unapproachable man he had al- 
ways supposed, said at the close of his interview: 
“Some people say that you are a hard man to talk 
with, that you are a man of iron, of no words; but 
I have to thank you for a most illuminating morn- 
ing.” 

The General showed his annoyance at this com- 
mon impression of himself; but the correspondent 
goes on: “His last words as he bade me good-bye, 
uttered with a twinkle in that placid, grey eye, were: 
‘If I had not been able to get along with people I 
would not have been able to get on in this world.’” 

And this is borne out by the statement: “As 
British Agent-General of. Egypt, he made all the 
Egyptians, from the Khedive down to the humblest 
peasant, realize that he was their friend and under- 
stood their needs.” One of the family of the pro- 
prietor of a well-known Cairo nBerneate A newspaper 
said of him: “One has only to go across to the 
Agency in Cairo any morning to understand the hold 
which Lord Kitchener has secured over the Egyp- 
tians. He is accessible to all. Anybody with a 
Sevens is free to go and lay it before him, con- 

dent of obtaining a fair and patient hearing. At 
the Agency one sees deputations from the villages, 
ten or twelve strong, headed by the mayor and the 
Omdeh, or elder, who have come in their best clothes 
to lay some request before ‘El Lord,’ as the peasants 
always call Lord Kitchener.” 

In other words, Kitchener was all things to all 
men, as the Christian should be: like his success for 
his King, our success for ours will be measured 
largely by our ability to “get alongside” and win 
the other man. 

A pathetic difference between the great British 
leader, to whom others looked for guidance and 
safety, and our Leader, is accentuated by a news- 
paper despatch reading: “A raft from the cruiser 
was flung ashore withgtwelve men from the Hamp< 
shire clinging to it. The men were battered and ex- 
hausted. A few of them murmured ‘Kitchener was 
on board,’ and then fell asleep. About eighty bod- 
ies were found along the cliffs, many of them still 
warm.” 

The boat with Kitchener on board went down, 
he and ‘his men with it. No boat with the Captain 
of our salvation on board ever went down. In fear, 
on a storm-tossed boat, -his disciples once cried out 
to him, “Save, Lord; we perish.” And “He arose, 
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= years pe edly ® + Rigger sae 
at sea words, “Fear not, Paul; 
.. . God hath thee all themi..that sail with 
thee.” And “they safe to the land.” 
There are no “fatalities” in His service. 

But the best lesson in the life of Kitchener for us 
' Christians to remember is the definition that has 
been to war as Kitchener’ understood it. 
“To Kitchener, war was only raising up, cloth 


That is what Christian warfare means to our Com- 
mander. That is exactly what he offers to do for 
all who enter His service. He raises up soldiers, 
—“Ye did not chose me, but I chose you, and ap- 
pomens you.” He clothes and arms his men,—with 

imself: he is our Bread of Life; and he himself 
is the “whole armor of God” that we are to 
wear. 

And how he cares for his own! “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not want.” If there were no 


JULY 1, 1916 


other verse in the entire Bible, that would be enough. 
But ie Bem Testament counterpart is even richer: 


Pp jitions where they 
“God is faithful, 0 will not er you 
to be tempted above ‘that ye are able. T. be to 
God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be unto God, who always lead- 
eth us in triumph in Christ. And he hath said unto 
me, My grace is sufficient for thee. Wherefore take 
up the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to 
stand. Withal taking up the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the evil one. The Lord is faithful, who shall es- 
tablish. you, and guard you from the evil one. And 
this is the victory that hath overcome the world, 
even our faith. 
See 1 Cor. 10:13; 15:57; 2 Cor. 2: 14; 12:9; 
ph. 6:13, 16; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 John 5:4.) 





Is God the Father of All Men? 
Is there a universal brotherhood of man, of which 


the magazines and newspapers say so much to-day? 
Are all men brothers because all are children of 
the same Father, God? Most people in Christian 
lands to-day think so. The Sunday School Times, 
in its leading editorial of February 5, 1916, called 
attention to the Scriptures that declare there is no 
such universal spiritual brotherhood or Fatherhood. 
Letters from many readers, with widely differing 
comments, have been received as the result of ‘that 
editorial. And now the question must be faced 
again as the Sunday-school lesson “Paul at Athens” 
is studied. In Acts 17: 25-28 Paul declares to the 
Athenian unbelievers that God “himself giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things; and he made of 
one every nation of men... for in him we live, 
and move, and: have our being; ... For .we are 
also his offspring.” 

Leading points made by readers of the Times ap- 
pear in the following letters: 


Isn’t He “One God and Father of All’? 


The Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man is 
our greatest comfort in this dark time of hate and war. 
How can you dare to take it from us? 

“One God and Father of all” (Eph. 4 : 6). 

“Have we not all one father? Hath not one God 
created us?” (Mal. 2:10.) Father is used there in 
the same general sense as God. 

“For am a father to Israel” (Jer. 31 :9). 
did not prove faithful, still God is the 
Pennsylvania Mother. 


The Holy Spirit declares of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 1:12, 13): “As many as received him, to 
them gave he the right to become children of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” The truth disclosed 
here is plain: those who do not receive Christ are 
not the children of God. In other words, member- 
ship in the family of God is conditional upon, not 
the natural birth of the flesh, but the spiritual new 
birth from above. No one is a child of God until 
he has been born again by the Holy Spirit. Over 
and over again this is reiterated in the New 
Testament: “Ye are all sons of God, through faith, 
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). “For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God,- these are the sons of 
God” (Rom. 8:14). “God sent forth his Son,.. . 
that he might redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” 
(Gal. 4:4, 5). “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is begotten of God” (1 John 5:1). 

The passages about which the Pennsylvania mother 
inquires are, of course, in agreement with these 
other words of God in his New Testament. In 
Ephesians 4:6 Paul is writing, not to unbelievers, 
but “to the saints that are at Ephesus, and the faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1:1). Therefore in the 
verse mentioned, having safti “I... beseech you 
to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were 
called, . . . giving diligence to Baw the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace,” Paul goes on to say: 
“There is one body [the body of Christ, to which 
all believers belong], and one Spirit . .. one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of.all, 
who is over all, and through all, and in all.” 

Similarly the book of Malachi is not addressed 
to unbelievers in general, but is “The burden of the 
word of Jehovah to Israel by Malachi” (Mal. 1:1). 
So when the prophet Malachi (2:10) asks, “Have 
we not all one father? hath not one Ged created 
us?” he is using “we all” of a nation, Israel, which 


Israel 
ir father.—A 





nationally is counted as consisting of believers in 
God rather than heathen unbelievers—even though 
it was sadly true that the nation of Israel included 
many apostate and unbelieving ones. So of every 
reference throughout the Old Testament, as in the 
Jeremiah passage agp Israel is counted as be- 
longing to the family of God, and God is called her 
Father, in distinction from God’s relationship to 
or fg heathen nations, which was not that of 
ather. 


Who is the “Father of Spirits’’? 

Explain 1 Corinthians 8:6: “To us there is one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things, and we unto him.” 

Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the 
Father that sent me draw him” (John 6:44). How 
can a Father draw one one who has nothing of God’s 
likeness in him? 

Can any but God be the “Father of spirits”? (Heb. 
~~ 9) esioly felt that God was my Father Jong before 
I became a Christian——An Ohio Pastor. 

In the passage in Hebrews the inspired writer 
says, “We had the fathers of our flesh to chasten 
us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live?” The margin renders this, “unto the 
Father of our spirits.” In other words, the writer, 
addressing Hebrew Christian believers, who are 
“looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of eur 
faith” (12:2), contrasts their physical fathers with 
the Father of their spiritual life. The relation of 
God to the unbeliever is not touched upon in this 
verse. 

Jesus constantly referred to God as his Father, 
or as “the Father’; but he never referred to God 
as the Father of unbelievers. When he declared 
that no one could come unto Christ unless drawn 
by the Father, he was not declaring God’s Father- 
hood of those whom God draws. A man can draw 
an animal to him; buf there is no relationship of 
parenthood between them. Some men are drawn 
to Christ in order to escape the terrors ot hell; and 
Christ welcomes them, no matter what their motive 
in coming, if only they will come to him. 

As for God’s “likeness” or “image” in unsaved 
men, it is not well to dogmatize about this. Some 
believe that man lost the image of God when through 
Adam’s sin mankind fell. But\ even if unregenerate 
man still retains the image or likeness of God, that 
is very different from having God within him. God’s 
life does not become the life of any man until the 
miracle of the new birth has been accomplished in 
him by the Holy Spirit. Here again the Bible is 
clear as to who alone have the divine nature,—that 
is, have the very being and personality of God him- 
self within them as their life: “To them that have 
obtained a like precious faith with us in the right- 
eousness of our God and the Saviour Jesus Christ 
. . - whereby he hath granted unto us his precious 
and exceeding great promises; that through these ye 
may become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 
1: 1-4). Only by having the divine nature can one 
be a spiritual child of God. Those who reject the 
promises cannot partake of the divine nature, and 
have not God as Father, though He is their creator. 

In the verse in 1 Corinthians 8:6 the apostle, 
speaking of heathen idol worshipers, has just said 
that “there be that are called gods”; then he goes 
on to say, “yet to us [“that are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with all that call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place” 
(1:2)] there is one God, the Father.” God is the 
Father of us Christian believers, says Paul, and we 

{ Continued on page gr0) 














a 
s 
t 
: 
y 
\ 
t 
t 
































LESSON FOR JULY 16 (Acts 17 : 16-34) 


How Praise Completes th 


UR Lord’s instruction on prayer teaches us 
(itz: i commences in strict privacy, “when thou 
pra 


Wey! into eee ee a , and 
having door, pray to thy Father is in 
- secret” (Matt. 6:6); and ends in public, 


two or three’ are gathered ‘together in my _ name, 
there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18: 20); 
first, alone with God, and then, before him in fellow- 
ship with others. This is the true order, and can 
never be interfered with without loss to the one 
who would pray. The sufficient reason why prayer- 
meetings are so dull, as a rule, is that private 
prayer is so neglected. If a man is not on intimate 
terms with God in the secret place, he cannot hope 
to be powerful and convincing in his public prayers. 
True intimacy with any one, most of all with God, d 
is not a thing that can be assumed at will: it is 
the outcome alone of dwelling “in the secret place 
of the Most High, and abiding under the shadow of 
Shaddai.” And so in our study of Method in 
Prayer we began with that which was personal and 
innermost, and have worked to that. which, for its 
highest exercise, perhaps, must be shared with others. 


Praise is Ordained of God 


“In eve ing give thanks, for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” “Give unto 
the Lord the glory due unto his name.” “Whoso 
offereth praise glorifieth me.” (1 Thess. 5:18; Psa. 
29: 1, 2;,50:23). These passages from among many 
teach us that it is the Divine will that we should 
be praiseful; that praise from us is due to God, and 
that he is glorified by our praises. How sadly we 
have forgotten that praise is an .obligation as well 
as a privilege, and that, therefore, there is always 
occasion for praise. That which God has ordained 
he has made possible, not sometimes only, but al- 
ways; not to some people only, but to all. David 
laid hold of this truth, and so was able to say 


“T will bless the Lord at all times: 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” 
Praise was Organized in Israel 

The necessity for method in everything is recog- 
nized by all business-like people to-day. But as a 
rule the Christian is most unbusiness-like in-the dis- 
charge of his spiritual responsibilities. Spiritual 
service and worship are left, for the most part, to 
shape themselves, with the result usually that they 
remain forever shapeless. In these papers on 
prayer I. have sought to show how great is the neces- 
sity for being methodical in prayer; and what is 
true of this is true of the whole field of Christian 
activity. Christian life and service are not going 
to lose anything of their spirituality by being a great 
deal more systematic. The soul must be disciplined 
and cultivated, and these things must not be left 
to accident. 5 

In Israel praise was.not a question of disposition 
or mood, but of obligation and necessity. Praise 
in Israel was highly organized. 

This organization took place under David, who 
appointed -Twenty-four Courses (1. Chron. 25) of 
Singers. The honor’ of this service fell chiefly to 
the Levites (1 Chron. 15: 16-22; 16:4-6) who led 
the singing in the temple service. But the Levites 
were by no means the only people who sang, for 
we read that of: the congregation which returned 
to Palestine under Zerubbabel, “there were among 
them two hundred singing men and singing women” 
(Ezra 2:65). ' 

‘The Praise service in Israel was conducted not 
only by word of mouth, but ‘by many and varied 
instruments, and must, at any time, have been a 
most imposing spectacle and a most inspiring per- 
formance. 


Praise was Ordered in Song 


Both Old and New Testaments are filled with 
songs. Indeed, were the Praise passages eliminated 
from the Bible, revelation would be so disfigured 
as to be almost unrecognizable. 

Recall some of the songs of Praise in the Old 
Testament. One or two may be named as illustra- 
tive of many: 


The Song of Moses (Exod. 15). : 
The Song of Deborah (Judg. 5). 
The Song of Hannah (1 Sam. 2). 


Study each of these for its distinctive message 
and lessons of praise. 

Of course the Book of Psalms is the great Praise 
center of the Bible. It was the hymn book of -the 
Hebrew Church, as it has been, in a very true 
sense, of the Christian Church. Calvin has said 
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A book has just come from the press that should 
take its place as a classic on prayer. It is notable 
because of its new line of approach, seeking to put 
business system into prayer habits. The book is 
called ‘* Method in Prayer, or How to Use the 
Devotional Hour,”’ and its author is the Rev. W. 
Graham Scroggie. It consists of the nine articles 
that have been published in this series in The Sun- | 
day School Times, with additional material, includ- 
ing a new chapter on ‘‘ The Study of Prayer.”’ 
The book may be ordered from George H. Doran 
Company, 38 West 32d Street, New York City, at 
$1. ‘* Method in Prayer’’ should help many a 
Christian to make prayer his chief business,— and 
&@ prosperous business. 








that “it is a perfect anatomy of the human soul.” 
Its poetry reflects our deepest dejection; and, also, 
our wildest delight. Worship, Confession, Petition, 
Intercession, and Thanksgiving are all here, and 
it is difficult to say which note is dominant. 
Within this wonderful collection are three groups 
of Praise Songs: Psalms 103-106; 111-118; 146- 
150. How full of praise to God are these Psalms! 
The keyboards of Creation, Providence, and Re- 
demption are all swept by the ecstatic soul, and 
heaven, and earth, and sea, and sky: things animate 
and inanimate are summoned to Praise the Lord. 
When we turn to the New Testament, we do not 
find the songs of the Old dying away, but rising 
to a climax of ecstasy in the apocalyptic choruses. 
Attention should be given to the Songs of Luke: the 
Magnificat (1: 46-55); the Benedictus (1:68-79) ; 
the Gloria in Excelsis (2:14), a song we need to 
sing in these troublous times, lest we lose sight of 
the world-peace which is to be when. the Messiah 
comes back again; the Nunc Dimittis (2: 29-32). 
In the New Testament we have also a number of 


Sublime Doxologies 


A real appreciation of these epitomes of truth 
and trust would lead-us to embody them more fre- 
quently in our own praise, both private and public; 
so let us bring them together for this purpose :— 


Gop tHE INSCRUTABLE. 


“O the depth of the riches 

Both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments, 

And his ways past tracing out! 

For who hath known the mind of the Lord? 

Or who hath been his counsellor? 

Or who hath first given to him, 

And it shall be recompensed unto him again? 

For of him, and through him, and unto him, 

Are all things. To whom be the glory for ever. 
Amen.” (Rom. 11: 33-36.) 


Gop THE SeLFr-REVEALING. 


“Now to him that is able to establish you 
According to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
hrist, 
According to the revelation of the mystery 
Which hath been kept in silence through. times 
_ eternal, 

But now is manifested, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets 

According to the commandment of the eternal 
God, 

Is made known ‘unto all the nations unto obedience 
of faith; 

To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 

To whom be the glory for ever. Amen.” (Rom. 
16 : 25-27.) 

Gop tHE ALL-SUFFICIENT. 

“Now unto him that is able to do 

— abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, 

According to the power that worketh in us, 

Kak be the glory in the church and in Christ 
esus, 

Unto all generations for ever and ever. 
(Eph. 3:20, 21.) 


Amen.” 


Gop THE CoNSUMMATOR. 
“Now unto him who is able to guard you from 
stumbling, 
And to set you before the presence of his glory 
Without blemish in exceeding joy. 
To the only God our Saviour, 


a 
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e Circle of Prayer 


By the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie 


Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Be glory, majesty, dominion, and power, 

Before all time, and now, and for ever. 
(Jude 24, 25.) 


To these must be added the numerous smaller 
ascriptions of praise, such as are found in Rom. 
9:5; Gal. 1:5; 1 Tim. 1:17; 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 13: 
21; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Peter 3:18, and Rev. ‘1:6; and 
it will be evident how prominent is the note of Praise 
in the music of the New Testament. 


The Songs of the Apocalypse 

The songs of all the ages are consummated in 
the grand outbursts of adoration and praise of God 
which proceed, in the Book of Revelation, from re- 
Soumed creation. Ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands are heard saying with 
a loud voice, 


“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

To receive Power, and Riches, and Wisdom, 

And Strength, and Honor, and Glory... 

And Blessing. Blessing, and Honor, 

And Glory, and Power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, 

And unto oe Lamb for ever and ever.” 
12, 13. 


From what has been said already, it will not be 
difficult to classify the countless occasions of thanks- 
iving’ to God, though, perhaps, no classification can 
be exhaustive. We must all sing, first of all, 
The Song of Redemption 

Most significant is it that, in Scripture, singing 
is made to begin with the experience of redemption 
(Exod. 15). There was no glad song in Israel 
whilst they were under the oppression of Pharaoh 
and the task-masters’ rods. The world may have 
its music, but with them it is, as Shelley says, 


“The sweetest songs are those that tell 
Of saddest thought.” 


But that is not true of those who are on the 
glory side of the cross, Their mouths are filled 
with laughter, and their tongues with singing; and 
their songs are of redemption, deliverance, and for- 
giveness. 

But, in the next place, ours should be 


The Song of Satisfaction 


The people of Israel were brought out of Egypt 
to be brought into the Land, and if they did not 
all get there it was their own fault. He who re- 
deemed them promised to supply all their need, and 
guide them through all their days. Like Abram 
from Ur, when Israel left Egypt they “went forth 
to go into the land of Canaan,” the land of abound- 
ing supplies and limitless blessings, but a multitude 
of them never fulfilled that purpose, and, therefore, 
were never satisfied. Passage through the Red Sea 
is the condition of satisfaction, but not its content. 
In order to the latter, we must get “clean over 
Jordan” also; and it is we who have believed who 
enter into that rest, and sing this other song of 
deep, abiding satisfaction. An acceptance-of the 
work of Christ for us will lead us to sing the song 
of Redemption, but in order to sing also the song 
of Satisfaction we must allow Christ to do his 
sanctifying work in us. 


The Song of Victory 


But even this js not all. 
song of victory. ° 


“David spake unto the Lord the words of this 
song, in the day that the Lord had delivered him 
out of the hand of all his enemics.” 


There is a very intimate connection between these 
three songs, and Christian experience is deficient if 
any of them is missing. ‘Thousands sing the first 
song who have never learned to sing the other two. 
They know Christ as the Redeemer, but not as the 
Satisfier and the Victory. Yet he has promised 
to satisfy the longing soul, and to fill the hungry 
soul with goodness. He has promised also to give 
us power over all the power of the enemy (Psa. 
107:9; Luke 10: 19). 

Praise is not a note, but a chord, not a mere 
sound, but a harmony; and chief among the notes 
which make it are Redemption, Satisfaction, and 
Victory. 

The last thought brings us back to the beginning 
of our subject, to Worship and Adoration. And 
here we see the circle of Prayer complete. Wor- 
ship begetting Confession ;.Confession begetting Pe- 
tition; Petition begetting Intercession; Intercession 


Amen.” 


(Rev. 5: 


There must be also the 
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on again to Worship. : 
of course, is the great Object of all true 
Praise; and in the name “God” are -included the 
Three Blessed Persons. . eee 
member which will prove most helpful. We praise 
the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit, but it is 
not always desirable to exclude two of the three by 
naming ; so to remember that God is inclusive 
is a real help. * s ; - 
In our Praise, as in our Worship, we think of 
God according to the ways in which he has mani- 
fested himself, which in the main are three. He is 


1. The God of Creation (Psa. 104). 
2. The God of Provinence (Psa. 105, 106). 
3. The God of Repemprion (Psa. 103). 


In God, and in this three-fold revelation of Him- 
self, Worship and Praise meet and are one. 

I have endeavored to set forth, only by way 
of suggestion, the plan of Prayer which, for many 
ears, has been more than helpful to myself; and 
I can only hope and ask that those who read these 
lines may make better use of the method than I as 
yet have done. 

We are faced with two perils: the one the peril 
of wasting time and effort in our prayer-life, for 
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lack of an un of and method in prayet ; 
the other, the peril of ing formal and rigid 
If I had to suc- 


° 
in the employment of a method. 
cumb to one or other of these, 
latter; but there is no reason whatever why the 
C5 eS ee ee, ee ae 
formalism. If a man’s rt is right, he cannot 
pos: lose, but gain immensely, by the recognition 
of a co-operation with the laws of his mind, 
based upon an ing of the wide s' 
of prayer. Our speeches and sermons are prepared, 
our hymns are prepared, and the order of our ser- 
vices is prepared; is there any reason why prayer, 
which is the most important of all, should left 
to the inspiration of the moment? 

I .am not advocating written prayers, and have 
never in my life written a prayer for private or 
public use; but I am urging that we must adopt 
some true method in prayer if we are to achieve 
the most; and although the adopting of the method 
mdicated in this outline. may, at first, seem to ham- 
per one’s spiritual liberty, it has only to be per- 
sisted in to prove itself of inestimable value, giving 
definiteness to thought and economizing time. Only 
the Spirit of God can teach us how to pray; but 
to accomplish anything we must learn. 


SUNDERLAND, ENGLAND. 









Fifth in the series on “ What Do the 
Prophets Say 7?” 


The Greatest Prophet’s Foreview 





By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 





The prophetic element in the Gospels is false to the spirit of Jesus, in the opinion of 


some critics, and these portions, therefore, do not 


give a true re of His words 


Other critics recently have contended that these “ apocalyptic ’ teachings are genuine, 
and are to the discredit of our Lord. Dr. Scofield shows that He who was not only 


the greatest of the Hebrew 


prophets, but is himself the theme of all prophecy, con- 


firmed all that the Old Testament prophets foretold, and in addition introduced an 
entirely new and unexpected prophetic message. 


pointed to a three-fold ministry, indicated by 

the titles, Prophet, Priest, and King. He is 
the “Prophet: like unto me” foretold by Moses 
(Deut. 18:15; Acts 7:37)—that is, the Prophet 
who introduces a’ new order (John 1:17). But 
he does not at once introduce the new order—grace. 
“Made of a woman, made under the law” (Gal. 
4:4) be begins his prophetic ministry to a people 
also under law by the offer of himself as the One to 
whom all the Old Testament prophets bore witness, 
the King “meek and lowly” (Matt. 21:4, 5) in 
whom the kingdom was now “at hand.” 5. 

Like the Old Testament prophets Jesus Christ is 
first of all a. forthteller, and, as with them, it. is 
the refusal of his message by the Jews which calls 
out his predictive ministry. The Sermon on the 
Mount strikes the ethical note of the elder prophets, 
but lifts it to its highest potency. There is not a 
ray of grace in it, nor a drop of blood. Under the 
Sermon on the Mount the highest attainment of 
humanity in the reach after righteousness utterly 
fails. The Beatitudes describe the character that 
alone brings happiness, but not the admirers of 
poverty of spirit, meekness, spiritual hunger and 
thirst; mercifulness, and. purity of heart, but the 
possessors of these supreme graces, are the 
“blessed.” 

In this ethical ministry the two ideas of the king- 
dom of God and of the kingdom of heaven blend. 
For the kingdom of heaven is unto the kingdom of 
God (1 Cor. 15:24-28), and the true subjects of 
the kingdom of heaven are already in the kingdom 
of God. 

In considering the prophetic ministry of Christ 
it is of the last importance to bear in mind that, 
like the prophets of old, his ministry was primarily 
to Israel (Matt. 10:5-7). For it is always true 
that blessing to Gentiles comes through Israel (Isa. 
11:10; Rom. 11:17, 24, 25). It is so in all king- 
dom truth, and it is so in all Gospel truth, and the 
formula is ever, “To the Jew first, and also to the 
Gentile” (Rom. 1:16; 2:9, 10:; Acts 13:46). Per- 
haps the most important passage for the guidance 
of the student of the Gospels is Romans 15:8: 

“Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of 
the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm 
the promises. made unto the fathers: and that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.” 

The Gentile position is stated in Ephesians 2: 12: 

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles . . . ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world.” 

The Jew had (and has) “promises”; and coupled 
with these are prophetic declarations of mercy to 
the Gentiles, as Paul abundantly shows in Romans 
9, 10, and 11. 


Tre Lord Jesus Christ in his incarnation is ap- 


To confirm the promises to Israel, and to bring 
in mercy to the hopeless and godless Gentile, 
Christ’s earthly ministry was addressed. As 
son of David he offers the kingdom to the Jews; 
as son of Abraham he dies for Poth Jew and Gen- 
tile (Gen. 12:3; Matt. 1:1; Gal. 3:13, 14). ‘If 
this distinction is firmly held the prophetic ministry 
of the Lord Jesus wil! be cleared of confusion. 

He begins with the kingdom: the church is not 
mentioned until his rejection as King is evident. 

New Testament prophecy begins with John the 
Baptist. His theme is the kingdom of heaven. 
That which the Old Testament prophet saw afar 
off, John announces as “at hand.” That phrase 
“at hand” has acquired in Scripture usage a definite, 
almost technical, meaning. It signifies, not that 
the thing or event so announced must immediately 
appear, but that it is the next thing in the revealed 
program. When, for example, Paul wrote his let- 
ter to the Philippians the Lord was “at hand” 
(Phil. 4:5). After nineteen hundred years he is 
still “at hand,” for his descent into the air to re- 
ceive his church (1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4: 14- 
17) is still the next event in the revealed program. 

That the present Church Age would intervene 
before the return of the King in glory to set up 
the Messianic kingdom of heaven was, like the 
church itself, “a mystery hid in God” (Eph. 3: 1- 
11). The true church is revealed in Scripture in 
an absolutely timeless way, unrelated to earthly 
events, because it is in the earth as a heavenly 
thing, pilgrim and stranger. (1 Pet. 2:11; Heb. 
3:1; Phil. 3:20; 1 Pet. 1:4). Hid in God also 
were certain “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 13: 11-17) to be fulfilled during the church 
age. To the church “the Lord is at hand” every 
moment “till he come” (Phil. 4:5; 1 Cor. 11:26). 
But the kingdom of heaven is not now “at hand” 
because many predicted events must be fulfilled 
before the return of the King in glory. Meantime 
the church pursues her pilgrim way, added to by 
those who are outcalled by the Gospel of God’s free 
grace (Acts 15:14; 2:47). Meantime, also, the 
“mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” are being 
fulfilled. 

The present age, in other words, is a parenthesis 
in the prophetic order, and was hidden from the 
Old Testament prophets. They saw “the sufferings 
of Christ and the glories that should follow” con- 
fused in one horizon {1 Pet. 1: 10-12). Christ re- 
vealed the truth of the present age—the age of the 
outcalling of the church, and of the “mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven”—as intervening between 
his sufferings and his kingdom glory. 

But he did not lift the veil that hid this age until 
it had become evident that the nation to whom he 
had, in literal fulfilment of prophecy come, had 
rejected him. The turning point from the preach- 
ing of the kingdom of heaven as “at hand,” to 
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the: entrance of “the: Lord tate stee:_epteere::of “pee 
dictive prophecy is recorded in Matthew 11, 12. 
Twelve are warned of hatred and treachery (10:17), 
and the cities which had = his “ 
works are appointed unto judgment (11: > 
But what is supremely significant is a he 
longer announces the ki 


iom as “at 


‘turns from the nation to individual in the new 


message : 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
om, heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. 

It is now personal relationship with himself that 
counts. The earthly blessings promised to Israel 
are postponed (Deut. 30: 1-10; he 

15: 14-17). There is yet to be the offer of himself 
“meek and lowly,” strangely miscalled “the triumphal 
entry” (Matt. 21:1-11), but to his disci 
words, are of his approaching death an 
rection. 

The subjects of the predictions uttered by the 
Christ are (chiefly), concerning the kingdom of 
heaven during the interval between the rejection of 
the King and his return in glory; his own death 
and resurrection; judgment; the church; the Holy 
oo and, especially, the great prophetic message 
which we call the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24: 1-51; 
25: 1-46; Luke 21: 5-36). 

1. Consequent upon the rejection of the King, 
the kingdom of heaven, which had been announced 
by John the Baptist (Matt. 3:2), Christ (Matt. 
4:17), and by the twelve (Matt. 10:7), as “at 
hand,” enters the period during which certain “mys- 
teries” of the kingdom of heaven are to be fulfilled. 
These are described in seven parables gathered into 
Matthew 13. A “mystery” in Scripture is a divine 
purpose hitherto hidden, but now revealed. 

The seven parables of Matthew 13, called by our 
Lord “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,” taken 
together, describe the result of the presence of the 
Gospel in the world during the present age, that is 
the time of seed sowing which began with our 
Lord’s personal ministry, and ends with the “har- 
vest” (Matt. 13: 40-43). Briefly, that result is the 
mingling of tares and wheat, good fish and bad. chil- 
dren of the kingdom and children of the evil one, 
in the sphere of Christian profession. It is that 
which we have been calling “Christendom.” True 
“children of the kingdom” are there, but mingled 
with them, and’ so closély resembling them that 
the “servants” cannot be trusted to distinguish 
them, are mere professors. So great is the danger 
to souls involved in mere profession that.our Lord’s 
teaching now abounds in solemn warnings (Matt. 
7:22; 20:16; 21: 28-31; 23: 13-38). 

2. The Lord predicted his own death at the 
hands of wicked men, and his resurrection after 
three. days (Matt. 12: 38-40; 17:22, 23; 20: 17-19). 

3. The Lord predicted judgment upon persons 
(Matt. 25:46); cities (Matt. 11: 22-24; 23:37-30; 
Luke 21: 20-24; and nations (Matt. 25: 31-46). 

4. The Lord predicted the church (Matt. 16: 13- 
18) as yet in the future: “I will build my church.” 
Only once more, and that in respect of discipline, 
does Christ refer to this new purpose. He uses a 
word for this new thing, ecclesia=“that which is 
called out,” which, in itself, may be applied to any 
called out assembly. It is used of Israel in the wil- 
derness (Acts 7:38), and also of the tumultuous 
town. meeting in Ephesus (Acts 19:32, translated 
“assembly”). But our Lord went no farther than 
the announcement of a purpose. All.else concerning 
this new thing was another “mystery hid in God” 
and revealed through the apostle Paul (Eph. 3: 1-11). 

5. Jesus Christ predicted the course and end 
of this age. As to the latter his testimony was 
clear and uniform, the age ends in catastrophe. To 
illustrate this our Lord goes back to the two catas- 
trophic judgments of the flood, and of the destruc- 
tion of the cities of the plain (Luke 17: 26-37). 

In the great Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24:35; Luke 
21: 5-36) our Lord enters into detail, especially 
with reference to the ruin and catastrophe of the 
end time. The question of the disciples which drew 
out the prophecy, the circumstances and places 
which environed our Lord’s answer, and the form 
of the answer all combine to mark the discourse as 
a part of Christ’s ministry to Israel as “a minister 
of the circumcision for the truth of God, to con- 
firm the promises made unto the fathers.” The 
whole. atmosphere of the discourse is Jewish. 

It is obvious that a confirmation of the promises 
to the fathers concerning ,the establishment of the 
kingdom according to the Davidic Covenant (2 
Sam. 7: 4-16), confirmed by the oath of Jehovah 
(Psa. 89:3-6, 20-37), and by the angel Gabriel 
(Luke 1: 32, 33), was necessary, for Crhist had an- 
nounced his approaching death. He was going back 
to heaven without having regathered dispersed 
Israel, and without re-establishing the theocracy 
over Israel. It must be borne in mind that the 
disciples gathered by our Lord during his earth- 
ministry were Jews who had received him as the 
Messiah: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
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LESSON FOR JULY 16 (Acts 17 : 26-34) 


living God” had been Peter's confession of faith 


pp by the Master (Matt. 16:16). That. he 
ater leaving that cereale hone of prom- 


ise unf | Was Staggering enough in itself; that 

he should leave B segentemes, jerenewes, would 

have been death of Jewish faith. 

- Leaving the temple for the last time, and pre- 
in i fonts: to wen Oe ee at 

As. stood for the past of Israel, 

the Mount of Olives stood for the nation’s 
See al ieoeh and tee establishmen shai 
=) 

(Zech, 12, 13, 14) had said, “And his feet 
shall stand in that ‘day upon the Mount of Olives. 
.- - And the Lord shall be king over all the earth 
in that day (Zech. 14:4-21). The v localities 
opueees Oe ire interpretation of the Discourse, 
if such confirmation were required where all is 
so evidently Jewish (Matt. 24: 15-31). 


esus said that the should be one 
i pestilences, and it should end in 
the reign of the the abomination predicted by 
Daniel the prophet, and in the great tribulation. 
But immediately after the great tribulation he, the 
Lord, would return in power and great glory and 
then would he sit upon the throne of his glory. 
Then the dispersed elect nation should be regathered. 
His Jewish disciples, who had been promised judg- 
ships over the twelve tribes (Matt. 19:27, 28) in 
the kingdom-time had not been deceived; all should 
be fulfilled (compare Acts 15: 14-17). 
The New Promise to the New Body 

But these very Jewish disciples were to have new 
relationships, to himself and to humanity, in quite 
another and different body of believers, to whom 
he had referred as “my church.” In the future 
kingdom the Twelve are to be judges over the re- 
stored tribes of Israel (Matt. 19:27, 28): In the 
Church they are foundation stones, Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone (Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 
2:4-7). The time had not come to unveil that 
mystery. The cross must be endured and redemp- 
tion accomplished before the new dispensation of 
grace could come in. Nay, more, the Holy Spirit 
must come to inaugurate that dispensation, to unite 
the redeemed into one body, and to explain the 
new order. All this was near, but belonged to 
the “many things” which Jesus would fain have 
said, only the disciples “could. not bear” them. yet. 
But he could and would lay the foundation of 


it ‘all. ~' 
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Two -after uttering the. great Olivet Dis- 
Pc aon the promises made to the fath- 


Jewish feast which ; 
, with his own ‘ 
re 1: 36; 1 Cor. §:7), and with the separa- 
tion of a redeemed people from the e abo 
them, unto a pilgrim pathway to a promised in- 
heritance (Exod. 12:12, 13; 11:7; 12:11, 41, 42). 
sn - inane d significance 
an act of s 1 and signi 4 ; 
the Passover bread and wine he gave them to his 
disciples as memorials of his own sacrifice; me- 
morials of a finished redemption. And, in thus 
doing, he placed himself and them on this side of 
cross. “Take, eat; this is my body.” “This 
is my blood of the new covenant” (Heb. 8: 10-13). 
Out of the Passover which started Israel upon a 
pilgrim pathway, he fashioned the feast of the 
church which also is a pilgrim company: “strangers 
and pilgrims.” In all that wonderful discourse in 
the upper chamber, as also in the high priestly 
prayer (John 14:1 to 17:26), there is not one dis- 
tinctively Jewish note. He makes it clear that the 
end of the pathway of the new body, the church is 
not the kingdom on the earth, over restored and 
converted Israel, and over the nations of the Gen- 
tiles. These men will, indeed, return with him in 
glory to sit with him on their twelve thrones 3 out 
meantime he is going away to prepare a “place” for 
the eternal home of the new pilgrim host. 

And then comes the new promise, of which in 
all Scripture before there had been no hint or 
intimation : 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14: 1-3). 

new promise, for a new body of believers, 
without a sign, without a time note, and unrelated 
to other prophetic events. 

And this promise, taken up by the pen of in- 
spiration after our Lord’s departure and the com- 


ing of the Holy Spirit, becomes the “blessed hope” 


of the pilgrim church. 
DovuGétasron, L. I. 





Billy Sunday 








in Palace and Stock-yard 


By Bernice Frederick 





Convicts, Christian Scientists, Jews, social leaders, crooked business men.—all sorts 
of men and women in pleasure-mad Kansas City,—are being stirred in unaccountable 


ways. 


Miss Frederick’s article this week is another account of unexpected miracle- 


happenings resulting from prayer and personal work of an utterly exceptional kind. 


E WAS as gentle as a kitten,” was the com- 
Hee of the Rev. Dr. N., in charge of arrang- 

ing the “society meetings,” after Mr. Sunday’s 
first talk to three hundred of Kansas City’s créme 
de la créme. “I really believe that they were dis- 
appointed that he was not a little rougher with 
them,” smilingly continued the diplomat who had 
labored for two weeks before securing an invita- 
tion from a “strategic” home to hold a morning 
meeting. At this first meeting society learned that 
Mr. Sunday knows how to conduct himself in a 
palatial house, breaking neither furnishings nor rules 
of etiquette; learned that he is a master of good 
English, and is “winning,” “fascinating,” “refresh- 
ing,” “unique.” 

Immediately so many pressing invitations were re- 
ceived that Dr. N. was enabled to plan for these 
Thursday morning meetings in homes most strategic 
both from the standpoint of social prestige and loca- 
tion. The “kitten” soon developed sufficient strength 
of “claw” to tear away hypocrisy and sham and 
leave hearts bare to awakened, scrutinizing minds. 
There was no malicious scratching of feelings, but 
when, last Thursday, Mr. Sunday plainly told about 
seven hundred of the élite that Kansas City was 
the most pleasure-mad city that he had ever visited, 
and added a few characteristic suggestions, a num- 
ber of his hearers experienced a sufficient sting of 
conscience to cause them to resign from several card 
clubs and offer to their pastors for Christian activity 
the time and energy formerly consumed at the card 
table. So popular have these meeting become that 
social leaders who at first refused to offer their 
homes have since begged for the privilege. 

The social fabric of Kansas City is being saturated 
with the oil of gladness, as is evidenced by ‘the 
many conversions in every strata of society, in meet- 


ings both inside and outside of the Tabernacle. 
Even out of the city, through the medium of the 
sermons reported in the paper, the Spirit has used 
his influence. 

Seven convicts who had read Mr. Sunday’s ser- 
mons in the paper were converted in a jail meet- 
ing. A* janitor, who had not been in church for 
fifteen years, and who had never read a Bible, was 
saved in a prayer-meeting of young business women 
in a large office building. In another prayer-meet- 
ing occurred the conversion of a woman who had 
neither attended church nor read her Bible for 
thirty years: Fifteen conversions so far have been 
recorded in the prayer-meetings of a third office 
building, while in a fourth at a 7.45 A. M. meeting 
a young woman gave her life to God as a mission- 
ary, or whatever he chose to call her to be. This 
consecration adds one to the eighty-seven who vol- 
unteered in the Convention Hall, on Sunday, June 
3, at Miss Saxe’s great missionary meeting. 


Christians Scientists on a Real Trail 


Quite a few Jews have accepted Christ during 
the campaign, but as yet not a conspicuous number. 
But what is giving Christian hearts great joy is 
the number of Christian Scientists who have come 
down a real trail, and shaken a real hand in ac- 
ceptance of a blood atonement for real, acknowl- 
edged sin. So far we have heard of no practition- 
ers or long and deeply rooted adherents having 
come, but such vast numbers (there are seven Scien- 
tist “churches” in Greater Kansas City now) have 
been of recent years falling victims to this insidious 
rehabilitation of Buddhism and sophistry that to see 
them halt *in their mistaken path before it is too 
late has caused paeans of praise to go up. 

In a commission company where ten men. are em- 


finished, our Lord performed 
Taking” 
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ployed but one was a Christian a little more than a 
week ago. This Christian employee aroused the in- 
terest of his employer sufficiently to induce him to 
attend a few Tabernacle meetings. The result was 
the conversion of the employer, his wife, and his 
daughter. Immediately a delegation was arrat 
for and seven conversions occurred. The Te 
three emp ee Ste tet, eset oF ee Pree 
attention of the converted ones, and there ins 
perfect assurance that soon the entire personnel of 
this commission Hear wed will be Christian. 

The man wh 
scheme m 
week’s — added 
way. On ’ 
conducted a special meeting at the stock yards. 
After all who would had come forward,—seven of 
them,—he if there was any one who cared 
for the prayers of the Christians present. One lone 
man raised his hand. Mr. G., the worker, kept the 
man in sight as he made his way to the door, where 
he waited. The mam soon came along. Mr. G. 
offered his hand. 

The ‘* Cow-Puncher’: "’ Latest Link 

“How-do-you-do, sir,” he said, instantly recogniz- 
ing the man, but not revealing that he knew him. 
“I saw you hold up your hand and I want to put 
your name on my prayer list.” And he took out 
a little book and pen from his pocket. 

“What’s your name”? questioned the man looking 
intently at Mr. G. ae 
- “IT am G., and you are McK.,” replied Mr. G. in 
his pleasant, smiling manner. 

“That’s right, that’s right,” musingly commented 
McK., as he continued holding Mr. G.’s hand and 
gazing into his face. 

“It’s been about eight years since’ we had any 
dealings, hasn’t it?” he. queried. 

“Yes, just about that, I believe,” replied Mr. G., 
as they passed out on to the street and turned in 
the same direction. 

“Do you know why we fellows quit doing business 
through you at that time?” asked McK. 

“Well, I thought a good bit about it, for when 
you quit two other companies also quit and it meant . 
a good deal to my pocket-book.” 

"We quit you because you refused to do our 
dirty work:for us. You knew it. Did you know we 
got R to do it?” 

“Yes.” 

“Know what became of him?” 

“Yes, about two years or so later he went insane 
and had to be put in the asylum where he died 
a while back.” 

Silence for a little as they walked along. Then 
Mr. G. spoke: 

“Say, McK., I’m mighty glad you asked for our 
prayers to-day, but I wish you had taken the step 
and come down with the others. Why didn’t you?” 

“Well, to tell the truth, I don’t know that I fully 
understand just what I have to do. Tell me.” 

“You've just got to realize that you are a sinner 
and that you can’t save yourself. Then you've got 
to repent of your sins and accept Jesus Christ as 
your, Saviour. And then you just trust him for 
your life.” 

“Stop,” responded Mr. McK., standing in front of 
Mr. G. and pointing his finger emphatically, “If that 
is all I have to do, why can’t I do it right now?” 

“You can.” 

“Then I do it right here and now. 
hand on it.” ; 

“That’s great, McK. Now would you like to go 
back and shake Mr. Sunday’s hand?” 

“No. I'd rather shake the hand of the man who 
had Christianity enough to refuse to do my dirty 
work. I wish I could return my ill-gotten gains, 
but the work was all done through K, and I wouldn’t 
know where to begin. I can help a little by sending 
Billy Sunday some, I guess, so when I get back to 
Trenton (I’m living there now), I'll send you a 
check for the offering to him.” 

“You can just send it to him direct. 
it to Kansas City,” Mr. G. suggested. 

“No, I’m going to send it to you. You were hon- 
est enough to refuse thousands eight years ago, 
you'll not run off with a check now.” And with a 
hearty hand-shake he was off. 

Over two weeks ago those whose hearts and souls 
are in this cainpaign realized that a sufficient volume 
of prayer was not being offered. The church was 
urged to take the burden of Kansas City’s unsaved 
to heart, and to pray, pray, pray without ceasing. 
Victories innumerable, such as have been herein 
recorded, have resulted, and the glorious culminating 
success of the Spirit, at last free to do his work of 
grace, came on Sunday, June 11, following these 
weeks of intercession, when 1,907 conversions oc- 
curred in the Tabernacle meetings and other meet- 
ings held by the Sunday party, and when over 100 
conversions were unofficially reported by about a 
dozen pastors. This brings the total number of 
conversions well past 15,000,—and a whole week of 
the campaign yet to come. 

Kansas City, Mo 
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Is God the Father of All Men? 
( Continued from Notes on Open Letters, page 406) 


know the truth as to this one God (our Father), as 
the poo. heathen idol worshipers do not. : 

“Of whom are all. things”; that is, God is the 
Creator of all things. But we must remember the 
vast difference between Creator and Father. God 
has created stones and animals and trees; but God 
is not their Father. They are made by God; 
God in his own person is not in them. That would 
be the old heresy and lie of Pantheism, that God is 
a part of preamorar Be, he has created; and the Word 
of God is clear in refuting this. 


Doesn’t God’s Love Prove His Fatherhood? 


Even while rebuking the Pharisees, God still loved 
these men. If one of them had been convicted of his 
sin, and had fallen at the feet of Jesus in repentance, 


: 


Jesus would have lifted him up and forgiven his sin, 
and sent him away in pes. 

The root meaning of “father” is protection, “one who 
performs the office of a parent by maintenance, affec- 


tion, carc, counsel or protection.” God’s lovin 


and 
tender care and protection are round about afi his 
creatures. Not a sparrow falleth to the ground without 
his notice. He loves his erring and sinning children. 

“Herein is love, not that we loved him, but that he 

loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins” (1 John 4:10).—A Pennsylvania Attorney. 

It is not necessary to be a parent to a person whom 
one loves. Love does not necessitate either father- 
hood or brotherhood. As this reader points out, 
God lovingly cares for and protects the sparrow; 
but God is not the Father of the sparrow. 
father means much more than protector. It means 
the head of the family of those in whom is the 
actual life of the father. God's Word tells us that 
there is none of the life of God, none of His per- 
son, in any unsaved sinner. But the life, the very 

erson, of God, is “born” in any sinner the moment 

e receives Jesus Christ as Saviour. “Then this ut- 
terly new Life within the born-again man, this per- 
son or Spirit of God himself, “beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are children of God.” And then 
for the first time can “we cry, Abba, Father” (Rom. 
8:15). Only the born-again can call God Father 
with the supernaturally accomplished realization of 

- the meaning of the word “Father.” No unsaved per- 
son can, in fully intelligent truthfulness, pray the 
Lord’s prayer beginning “Our Father,” though this 
prayer is often thoughtlessly and superficially and 
untruthfully thus used. It was given by our Lord 
to his believing disciples, not to unbelievers. 

Of course God loves all men. “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son”—that all 
who would believe on him might become children of 
God. And of course, as the Pennsylvania reader 
points out, God still loved those men who were 
oy claiming both Abraham and God as their 

ather, and to whom Jesus with loving frankness 
declared that neither Abraham nor Go 
Father, as he said, “If God were your Father, ye 
would love me ... Ye are of your father the devil” 
(John 8: 39-44). Any one of those “children of 
the devil” could have been instantly born again and 
saved and made a son of God; receiving the welcome 
of God as his Father, had he indeed “fallen at the 
feet of Jesus in repentance.” ™ 

Let no one for an instant suppose that the fact 
that the unsaved are not yet members of the spirit- 
ual family of God, therefore are not spiritual broth- 
ers of Christ or of Christians, means that Christians 
are not to love all men. Such a conclusion is false 
and unscriptural. God loves all men, with a love 
that went to the cross and poured out his life blood 
in death for all men. Christians are false to the 
family into which they have been “born again,” false 
to the Father who gave his only begotten Son for 
them, false to the Christ who is their life, if they 
do not love all men with identically the same love 
‘that caused God to lay down his life for all. 


What of the Prodigal Son Parable? 

Was the prodigal son a son of his father or of the 
devil when he was in the far country? Was be a 
brother of the older one only after he had returned 
home?—A Vermont Minister. 

The human relationships of the characters in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son are clear: a father and 
two sons; these two men were in the parable always 
sons of their father, and always brothers to each 
other. But it by no means follows that in this 
parable our Lord was teaching the universal Fath- 
erhood of God, any more than that he was teaching 
a literal application of the relationship between a 
woman and her lost piece of silver, and between the 
shepherd and his lost sheep, to the relationship be- 
tween God and lost sinners. There were other char- 
acters in the Prodigal Son parable,—the citizens of 
a far country,—who certainly were not in the parable 
sons of that father; and this fact bars from the 
parable the application of universal fatherhood. 
-Some believe that the Prodigal Son represents one 
who was throughout a son of the covenant, but who 
drifted away from his rightful place in the home, 
and later returned ‘to it. In any case, the parable 
must be interpreted to agree with, and not to con- 
tradict, the other teachings of the New Testament. 


was their - 
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Test by its context every use of the word “Father” 
in the Bible, and it will be seen that always the word 
is exclusively used of believers, whether Old Testa- 
ment Israel or New Testament disciples: never of 
heathen unbelievers. The Sermon on the Mount has 
been quoted as asserting the Divine Fatherhood of 
all men. But it does not. For the Sermon on the 
Mount was addressed to our Lord’s disciples,—“when 
hé had sat down, his disciples came unto him: and 
he opened his mouth and taught them, saying” (Matt. 
5:1, 2; see Luke 6:20). He used the word “Father” 
of God in this sermon, but he was using it of men 
whom he called “the salt of the earth,” and “the 
light of the world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). These were 
to “so let your light shine before men; that 
may see your good works, and glorify—their Father 
no—your Father who is in heaven” (5: 16). 

But did not Jesus say, “One is your Father, even 
he who is in ven”; and “all ye are brethren”? 
Certainly he did. But to whom didshe say it? To 
his disciples, and to the multitudes to whom he was 
offering himself as the Christ, and whom he was 
warning —¥~ the destruction of following the 
scribes and the Pharisees (Matt. 23:1-36). “One 
is your teacher,” said Jesus, referring to himself; 
then, accepting him as your teacher, it follows that 
“all ye are brethren.” Between that verse (8) and 
his word, “One is your master, even the Christ” 
(v. 10), he says, “One is your Father,” even he who 
is in heaven. Here, as elsewhere, the brotherhood 
of man and the Fatherhood of 
acceptance of Christ. Or we can well understand 
our Lord as referring here to himself as their teach- 
er, and to God as their Father, and again to himself 
as their master, and to themselves as brethren, not 
as accomplished facts, but as potentially true. He 
was not the accepted teacher and master of some 
of that listening multitude; but the moment they 
accepted him, the facts would all be brought to pass. 
Then he turns from those whom he calls brothers 
of each other and children of God, to an utter, tragic 
contrast, with the sharp word, “But” (v. 13) as he 
goes on, “woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites!” until he calls these men (v. 33),—sons of 
God? no; “offspring of vipers.” And not once does 
ape call God the Father of these scribes and 

narisees. 


od center in the 


Does Every Child Belong to the Kingdom? 

I cannot reconcile your statement, “By natural hu- 
man birth into this fallen human race no soul is or 
can be a child of God,” with the statement of Jesus 
in regard to the little children. Jesus looked upon 
every child as belonging to the Kingdom of God 

Can any one unconsciously do any good deed without 
something of the Spirit of Jesus? I have found many 
who would never claim to be born again who seemed 
to ssess a great deal of the Spirit of Jesus.—A 
Michigan Reader. * 

God makes out a black case for the natural, unre- 

enerate man,—that is, for all who have not received 

rist as Saviour. Speaking through Paul, God says 
“they are all under sin.” “There is none righteous, 
no, not one; ... there is none that doeth good, no, 
not so much as one; ... that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may be brought under 
the judgment of God” (Rom. 3:9, 10, 12, 19). There- 
fore it is only God himself who can really “do good” 
when that “good” is measured by the perfect and 
awful holiness of God. It is a grave question just 
how the deeds that, from every human standpoint, 
seem to be “good,” or loving, or generous, or kind, 
as done by those in whom the Spirit of God does 
not dwell, appear in God’s own sight, who alone 
understands the nature of man and the innermost 
motive of every deed. We must remember that we 
in Christian lands are living in a world largely dom- 
inated by Christian atmosphere and teachings and 
the example of those in whom the life of d is. 
The real and uninfluenced life of unregenerate man 
does not appear until he is wholly separated from 
and unrestrained by the salt of the earth—the 
Church,—and the Holy Spirit. 

It may surprise some to learn that Jesus nowhere 
said that every child belonged to the kingdom of 
God. He did say that “to such belongeth the king- 
dom of heaven” (Matt. 19:14), which is a different 
thing. It was in this connection that he said, “Suf- 
fer the little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven.” To those children who would come unto 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour the kingdom 
of heaven, which in God’s purpose belongs to them, 
would indeed be given. But we must not overlook 
the clear declaration of God that “through one man 
sin entered into the world, and death through sin; 
and so death passed unto all men” (Rom. 5:12). 
Therefore children are saved only through the re- 
demptive work of Jesus, as are grown people. 


Are All Children Unregenerate? 


In your editorial it was stated that each child was 
born naturally into “the family of the brotherhood and 
fatherhood of Satan.” I think these were the words. 

Is it true? Think of Samuel, born to the godly Han- 
nah in answer to prayer. Was he of the family of 
Satan? May there not be now as of yore “Nazirites 
from the womb”? I 7 many people would not 
have children at all if they believed that they would 
be of the family of Satan by natural birth—A . Massa- 
chusetts Reader. 


JULY 1, 1916 


It is indeed true that no child is born mig 
into the family of God; for natural human bi 


one only into this sinful, fallen, and con- 
demned human race. But at the same time it is 
gloriously true that, as Bushnell used to say, a child 
may be “born again before he is born the first time.” 
That John the Baptist was born a child 
the ripture plainly intimates (Luke 1: 41 


# 


And there is no reason to doubt that when 
tian parents commit to the saving and regen 

power of God through Jesus Christ the unborn or 
the newborn life of a little one, God can and does 
work that same blessed miracle, so that such a child 
is of the family of God, born from above by 
Holy Spirit, either before or after its natural birth. 


Paul’s words to the Athenians, in the current Sun- 
day-school lesson in Acts 17, are in entire harmony 
with the rest of the Spirit-given message of the 
New Testament. God gives to all men life, and 
breath, and all things; but he does not give Himself 
to men until they receive Him through accepting 
Christ as their Saviour. He makes of one common 
human stock every nation of men; but the funda- 
mental difference between God as Creator and God 
as spiritually the Father of men has already been 
pointed out. 

When Paul says “We are also his offspring,” he 
uses a Greek word meaning “race”; as the earlier 
editorial in The Sunday School Times noted, “Men 
are God’s race; he made them.” 

Men and animals and all created things are de- 
pendent upon God for their living and moving and 
being; but that again is different from being spirit- 
ually the children of God. Thus in Colossians 1:17 
we are told that in Christ “all things consist,” or 
hold together”; and yet no Christian supposes that 
any are “in Christ” until they have received him 
as Saviour. 


“Brothers Who Need More Life” 


Readers of The Sunday School Times will be in- 
terested to know that, when two different religious 
periodicals, one in Canada and one in the United 
States, editorially took issue with The Sunday 
School Times’ position as to the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man, Professor Griffith 
Thomas wrote to each publication to express his 
complete disagreement with their position, and his 
hearty confirmation of the editorial position of the 
Times. Some of the points made by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas in his correspondence are included in this 
present article; as when he wrote to those editors: 
“You say that God is the Father of every man, ‘be- 
cause he made every man’; but does creation neces- 
sarily involve paternity? Is not God the Creator 
of many things and many creatures and yet is not 
their Father?” And he points out that Westcott, 
the famous New Testament scholar, has stated that 
the term “brother” is never found in the New Testa- 
ment to apply to our fellow-man, but only to our 
fellow-Christians; then Dr. Thomas adds: “It is 
a curious thing that we cannot find any New Testa- 
ment warrant for a Fatherhood such as you [the 
editors addressed] suggest.” 

The practical importance of being clear on this 
question lies just here: if God is the Father of all 
men, so that his life is now within all men, and all 
men are spiritual brothers as well as spiritual sons 
of God, then no new spiritual birth is needed; the 
atonement was unnecessary; and men can by nature 

row into all that they need without the help of a 

aviour. Then, as one of the religious journals put 
it, all men are simply “brothers who need more life,” 
—not lost men who need new life. Or, as this same 
paper said, unsaved men “have not indeed as much 
life as the regenerate.” They are only “undeveloped, 
imperfect children of God.” Do we realize what a 
denial of Gospel fundamentals this common and 
popular mistake leads us into? 


Billy Sunday and John Milton Speak Out 


Billy Sunday and the poet John Milton may be 
different in some respects; but they are both of them 
clear that no “universal Fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man” has place in the Scriptures. 
The following two letters may fittingly close the 
present discussion: r 


i 


a 


In the first sermon Billy Sunday preached when he 

was here he said that the universal Fatherhood of 

and brotherhood of man was being preached, and 

he wanted to say it was “an infernal lie.” So say L— 
A Pennsylvania Enthusiast. 


I wish to thank you for your editorial “The Fallacy 
of the Brotherhood of Man.” 
have contended long and earnestly, against much 
contradiction in Unitarian Boston, that the New Testa- 
ment does not teach the father of God and the 
brotherhood of man. It does teach the fatherhood of 
od and the brotherhood of Christians, which is a very 
different thing. Every man is my neighbor; every 
Christian is my brother. 

John Milton was not only a great poet, but a very 
sound theologian, so much so that he is often quoted 
by those who suppose they are quoting the Bible. He 
attributes the fallacious doctrine of which you write to 

tan, who says to Jesus Christ: 


“A Son of God I am, or was; 
And if I was I am; relation holds;— 
All men are sons of God.” 


—A Boston Layman, 


LESSON FOR JULY 16 (Acts 17 : 16-34) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
_ By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE great preacher, Charles H. Spurgeon, was 
asked by a young minister how he might get 
greater results from his preaching. “You don’t 
expect to have conversions every time you preach, 
do you?” asked Spurgeon. 
“Oh, no,” replied the young man. 
“Then you won't,” was the retort. 
Paul was a man of great expectation. He knew 
that he had a great God and Saviour from whom to 
expect things; and he said, with the Psalmist: 


“My soul, wait thou in silence for God only; 
For my expectation is from him” (Psa. 62:5). 


And do you remember what he wrote to his Philip- 
pian Christian friends? “According to my earnest ex- 
pectation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put 
to shame, but that with all boldness, as always, so 
now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether by life, or by death. For to me to live 
is Christ” (Phil. 1:20, 21). The man whose life 
is Christ lives in a joyous, confident, never-disap- 
pointed expectation of Christ. And only miracles 
can satisfy his expectation. That was the spirit 
in which Paul entered Athens,—shall we say the 
most difficult city to which he ever preached? 


Our Background Material 


Can your class easily repeat from memory the 
names of the books of the New Testament? It 
may help them to memorize the twenty-seven books 
by noting these groupings. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John; then the Acts, con- 
tinuing what Jesus “began both to do and to teach” 
in the Gospels. 

Three great letters of Paul: Romans, 1 Corin- 
thians, 2 Corinthians. 

Four ‘little letters of Paul, remembered as the 
GEP-C books (pronounce the word gep-c as though 
it were spelled gepsy, with g hard); Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians. 

Then five of Paul’s letters each beginning with 
the letter T: 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 
Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus. Notice that the esecond 
letters, and then the third letters of these five T 
books are in alphabetical order; that is, th comes 
ahead of ti; and m comes ahead of t (Timothy, 
Titus). 3 

A link of two books, one very short, one quite 
long: Philemon, Hebrews. 

Seven books bearing the names of four men: 
James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude. 

And then the glorious and wonderful conclusion 
of the whole Bible: Revelation. See how many 
of your class make the mistake of putting an s on 
the end of this book; ask them never to make this 
common mistake again. 

(“A Supplemental Bible Question Course,” by 
John B. Smith, is a little book containing this sort 
of help to. mastering Bible facts of all sorts; from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 50 cents.) 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face age at the end 

of certain pamgrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

What sort of situation confronted Paul in Athens? 
What did the city stand for? “Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes” will help you make -the city as it is to-day 
vivid to the class. Dr. Griffith Thomas (1) de- 
scribes the difficult “proposition” that Athens was 
to Paul; and he also (1,:3) shows how the city 
was in some ways the center of the ‘world. San 
Francisco and San Diego are, by Mrs. Baldwin (1, 
2) compared with Athens. 

What do you think the idols at Athens meant to 
the Athenians? What did they mean to Paul? (See 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 4.)) What Greek mythology 
meant is shown by Mr. Ridgway (3). 

Notice that there were four groups of hearers 
with whom Paul reasoned. Let the class discover 
them. (Jews; devout persons,—perhaps Greeks and 
other foreign proselytes; ordinary market-place 
crowd; philosophers.) 

“Babbler” means literally one who picks up seeds, 
like a crow, or daw,—picking up grain in the fields 
Then it was used of market-place loungers, and of 
an empty talker. Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6) speaks 
of it as an Athenian slang word, and shows what it 
means. 

What did Epicureans and Stoics believe? Dr. 


LESSON 3. JULY 16. PAUL AT ATHENS 


Acts 17 : 16-34. Commit verses 22, 23 


Golden Text: In him we live, and move, and have our being.—Acts 17 : 28 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 17 : 22-34] 


22 And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus, and 
said, ‘ 

Ye men of Athens, in all things I perceive that ye are 
tvery religious. 23 For as I qos along, and observed 
the objects of your worship, found also an altar with 
thiis inscription, To an Unknown God. What therefore ye 
worship in ignorance, this I set forth unto you. The 

that made the worild and all things therein, he, being 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in *temples made 
with hands; 25 neither is he served by men’s hands, as 
though he pee Serie seeing he himself giveth to 
all life, and. breath, and ali thin 8; 26 and he made of 
one every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, having determined their appointed seasons, and the 
bounds of their habitation; 27 that they should seek God, 
f haply they might feel after him and find him, though 
he is not far from each one of us: 2 for in him we live, 





and move, and have our being; as certain even of your. 


own poets have said, 
For we are his offspring. 


Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that *the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or 
stone, graven by art and device of man. 30 The times of 
ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he ‘com- 
mandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: 
31 inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge Sthe world in righteousness *by *?the man whom 
e hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked; but others said, We will hear thee con- 
cerning this yet again. 33 Thus Paul went out from 
among them. 34 But certain men clave unto him, and 
believed: among whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 


1Or, somewhat superstitious *Or, sanctuaries *Or, 
that which is divine ‘Some ancient authorities read de- 
clareth to men. ®Gr. the inhabited earth. ®Gr. in. *Or, 
a man ° 


*The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Seas : ; 








Mackie (1) shows how the Jews loosely use the 
word Epicurean to-day. Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 
5, 6) describes their belief. The Scofield Reference 
Bible gives an interesting glimpse of it: Disciples 
of Epicurus abandoned as hopeless the search by 
reason for pure truth (compare John 18: 38), seek- 
ing instead true pleasure through experience. The 
Stoic philosophy was founded on human self-suf- 
ficiency, and inculcated stern self-repression. 

Get the class to show how Paul’s courteous tact 
and rare insight are shown. Mr. Ridgway (1, 2) 
points them out. It is a Christian’s duty to be 
tactful. It wins men to us to recognize the best 
that is in them; and we are to be soul-winners. It 
is better to commend than to criticise, and we can 
always honestly commend something in one whom 
we would reach. 

What did “very religious” (v. 22) mean? Ask 
the class. Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7) shows. Will 
being “very religious” save us? Mrs. Baldwin (3) 
answers. There is only one religion; and that is 
Jesus Christ,—for he is Christianity. Religion 
means that which binds us to God; and none but 
Christ can do that. 

How had that altar “To an Unknown God” come 
to be erected? Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7) makes 
an interesting suggestion. 

Do Paul’s words about God’s making of one every 
nation, and our being His offspring, mean that all 
men are the spiritual children of God? See what 
the class think; then give the truth that is brought 
out in Notes on Open Letters in this issue on the 
“Brotherhood of Man.” Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 
9) notes that Paul in the word “offspring” avoids 
the term “children.” 

Among the converts of that preaching the two ex- 
tremes of life were perhaps represented, in Diony- 
sius and Damaris, as: Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 10) 
suggests. See the beautiful verses from Myers’ 
classic poem, on the woman Damaris, given on page 
414 in this issue. Paul’s hearers are by Mr. Rogers 
(1) divided into three groups, under three names, 
that a class can easily remember. And only one of 
those three groups can be saved; why? 

The great “Mars’ Hill Sermon” illustrates the 
tremendous versatility of Paul, as equipped by his 
university training and cosmopolitan culture, and 
rin by the Holy Spirit (Griffith Thomas, 


The Truth. That Is Golden 


“New” is a wonderful word. The Athenians rec- 
ognized that Paul was giving them a “new” teach- 
ing. This was a gain to begin with; for men with- 
out Christ want something new. 

Moreover, these Athenians spent their whole time 
in talking and hearing about “some new. thing.” But 
the things they. called “new”. were not new at all; 







they were old “and worn-out. What ordinarily in- 
terested them as new were only the husks that. the 
devil offers men in place of the Bread of Life. 
This is true of a “new” on which the natural 
man prides himself. It is true of the “new” re- 
ligious viewpoint and interpretation and theology 
on which twentieth century preachers and laymen 
and philosophers are priding themselves to-day, as 
they congratulate each other on — “advanced” 
far beyond the crude beliefs of their fathers. But 
these “new” discoveries in religion are centuries 
old,—known to and worn-out and discarded by gen- 
erations long since dead. Satan’s “new” things do 
not stand the test of time. 

And over against all this is the glorious word of 
our Lord Jesus who says, “Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:5). The life that is Christ is a new 
life indeed (Rom. 6:4). It is always new to those 
who know Him best. He makes every day, every 
hour, every moment new with a tingling joy of 
new experience and wonder and delight to those 
in whom he, by their surrender and trust, is al- 
lowed to live in his fulness. , 


Teaching Points 


Paul “preached Jesus and the resurrection” (v. 
18) in Athens, as he did everywhere. Let us 
never forget that God says that without the resur- 
rection Christianity collapses (1 Cor. 15). Have 
we gotten God’s viewpoint of the resurrection? 


Paul not only saw that the Athenians were very 
religious, but that they were very religious in all 
things. That is, though their religion was mis- 
taken, it entered into their entire life. Does ours? 


If man is not “like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and device of man,” how much less 
is God the creator of man represented by these 
things (v. 29)! Paul’s reasoning was wonder- 
fully clear and convincing. 


The opportunity to accept God’s grace for full 
and free forgiveness will not last forever; a 
of judgment is coming (vs. 30, 31). Then, when 
we are asked what our righteousness is, the only 
righteousness we shall dare to offer is Christ’s in 
place of our own. 

A striking evidence, from the experience of a 
medical missionary as described by a Japanese 
evangelist, that one God only has made all men 
(Round-Table, 1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

We think of Paul as not needing human com- 
panionship and counsel and _ co-operation,—his 
trust in Christ was complete; and he was humanly 
equipped as are few men. But did he need the 
presence and help of human fellow-workers? See 
Acts 17:15, 16, as to Silas and Timothy. 

Was Paul irritated by the “city full of idols”? 
Was he angered? What does “provoked” mean? 

How is it that God is not served by men’s 
hands (v. 25)? Shall we therefore stop “serving 
God”? Can we do nothing for God? (The only 
way we can really serve God is to let God “do 
it all” through us, as he uses us. When we let 
God be the only worker in our life, we can be 
great and useful workers for God. Phil. 2: 13.) 

Why did not Paul quote from the Old Testa- 
ment to these Athenians? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

How did Paul show that God’s Gospel is re- 
lated to the past, the present, and the future? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Paul at Corinth (Acts 18 : 1-22). 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members own 
preparation.) 

God has known from before the foundation of 
the world the names of the persons who have chosen 
and will choose to accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
God sees to it that all the persons whose choice 
of Christ he thus foreknows shall be given an op- 
portunity to know of and accept Christ. A super- 
natural incident in the tireless travels of the irre- 
pressible missionary Paul gives us striking evidence 

of this foreknowledge and purpose on God’s part. 


What striking fact is immediately connected with 
the reunion of Paul with Silas and Timothy? 


What accusation did the Jews make against 
Paul in the judgment seat of the proconsul? 


Was Gallio legally right in his answer? 
Were the Jews correct in their accusation? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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was Paul’s great principle in his work and 

thus he adapted himself to his audiences. 
whether Jews or Gentiles, cultured or ignorant. The 
story of Paul at Athens is particularly interesting 
as representing and symbolizing Christianity face 
to face with the wisdom of the world. At Athens 
Christianity met the best thought of the day, and 
as Paul claimed that the Gospel was for all, this 
necessarily includes culture, education, and philos- 
ophy. Ramsay points out that Paul at. Athens is 
in some ways the most “picturesque and interest- 
ing incident in his whole career.” (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—As we have seen, Paul left Beroea 
escorted by Christians from that place, and they 
brought him down to the coast and then traveled 
with him to Athens. Landing at the port of Athens 
called the Piraeus, they would doubtless walk the 
four miles thence into the city. Paul waited at 
Athens for his friends, Silas and Timothy, who had 
been left behind. There is no mention in Acts of 
their coming to Athens, but we know that Timothy 
came, and perhaps Silas also (1 Thess. 3:1, 2). 
If so, as Timothy was despatched to Thessalonica, 
so Silas was sent perhaps to Philippi or Beroea. 
They joined Paul again at Corinth (18:5). (2) 

Place.—Athens was different from any other 
place that Paul had visited. It was the most cele- 
brated city in Greece, the home of literature and 
art, and possessing ancient fame in politics and 
thought. Although under the Romans, it was stlil 
the intellectual center and university city of the 
world, and its importance can hardly be exaggerated. 
Paul at Tarsus had come under the influence of 
Greek culture, and must have realized the outstand- 
ing importance of this great city, for he was able 
to appreciate its learning, and admire its glories, 
though most important of all, as a servant of Christ, 
he was able to realize its spiritual needs. (3) 


Book.—The story is still: within the limits of 
the second section of the second part of. Acts, 
16:6 to 19: 20. 

Date.—Probably A. D. 22. Stirling, Atlas, p: 14 
(Revell Co., New York City, 40 cents net) ; Arnold, 
Chart of Paul’s Journeyings (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 20 cents net). 


Il. The Lesson 


God’s Worship Neglected (v. 16).—While Paul 
was waiting in Athens, he could not help noticing 
the remarkable number of temples, shrines, altars 
and statues of idols, but instead of being impressed 
with their beauty of architecture and sculpture, he 
looked at them from the religious standpoint, and 
was roused to strong indignation by this acknowl- 


Aw things to all men” (1 Cor. 9:22). This 


edgment of terrible idolatry. To him it was an 
insult to God (Rom. 1:22, 23). (4) 
God’s Message Delivered (vs. 17, 18).—Thus 


stirred, he began his work as usual among the Jews, 
and the devout Greeks who evidently were not 
satisfied by the teaching and idolatry then prevalent. 
Each day he was in the “marketplace” (16:19), an 
open space in the center of the city where men of 
all sorts congregated. The spot in Athens was 
crowded with works of art and architecture, and 
teachers lectured there to their pupils. Among 
those whom he met were some philosophers of two 
different schools, Epicurean and Stoic. The former 
were the followers of Epicurus, born about four 
hundred years before, who taught that pleasure was 
the main purpose of life, and regarded the gods 
as living a life of calm happiness far removed 
from all earthly things. (5) 

The Stoics were followers of Zeno, who flourished 
about three hundred years before Christ. Their 
favorite doctrine was the practise of virtue for its 
own sake. They were also what we call fatalists. 
On both sides there was a natural tendency to do 
without God, whether in connection with pleasure 
or with fate. These “philosophers” were probably 
university professors or lecturers, and as Paul spoke 
of “Jesus and the resurrection,” some began to 
wonder what it all meant, calling him a “babbler,” 
‘ a term, as one writer suggests, of Athenian slang, 

implying one who picks up scraps of knowledge 
and retails them, a man utterly outside ordinary 
university culture. To them Paul was like an ad- 
venturer hunting for a living and pretending to a 
knowledge which he did not possess. (6) 

God’s Servant Examined (vs. 19-21).—The out- 
come of these discussions was that they led Paul 
into a place called the Areopagus or “Hill of Mars,” 
named from the legend of the trial of the god 


Mats supposed to have taken place there. Some 
think that Paul was led there to give him a quiet 
hearing, though others consider that it was not a 
convenient place for any large gathering. Then, 
too, the word Areopagus belonged to a Council 
which was accustomed to meet there, and some have 
thought that Paul was taken before this body to 
give an account of his teaching. 

The statement about people in Athens and the 
strangers there is interesting, because Athens at- 
tracted men from all places by its fame, and as it 
was not a commercial city, the residents and visitors 
pretended to be concerned with intellectual prob- 
lems. The result was that they were always par- 
ticularly interested in novelties. Writers at the 
time, and long before, spoke of their idle inquisi- 
tiveness. Man’ true object is not speeulation, but 
living for God and his fellows. 

God’s Person Unknown (vs. 22, 23).—With ex- 
quisite tact Paul began his address, adapting him- 
self entirely to his audience just as the old Greek 
orators had opened their speeches, and he told them 
that he had noticed that they were “very religious.” 
The word is only found here in the New Testa- 
ment, and means “fearing gods,” and can be used 
either in a good or in a bad sense. Paul could 
not have meant it in a bad sense, “superstitious,” 
but simply that the Athenians were given to the 
worship of their gods and so were “very religious.” 
In particular, he noticed that they went so far as 
to recognize an unknown god. The altar had prob- 
ably been erected because of some trouble which 
had come upon worshipers who did not know to 
what Deity they should address their prayers. This 
altar would be at once expressive of a_ sincere 
longing and a striking confession, for with the 
objects of worship there could be no realization 
of the true God, and so Paul said that the one 
whom they were unconsciously, with sincere though 
mistaken piety, worshiping he was declaring to 
them. They had called him a “babbler,” but they 
were soon to see that he was an earnest and capable 
speaker. (7) 


God’s Truth Declared (vs. 24-28).—Then Paul 


proceeded to speak of God along several lines: 1. 


First came God in nature. He started where they 
left off, and as they naturally did not know the 
Old Testament, no reference could be made to it, 
but, instead, God was described as the Creator, 
Ruler, and Life-Giver, and also Spiritual, not dwell- 
ing in human-made temples or served by man as 
though he needed anything (Psa. 50: 8-12). 2. Then 
Paul went on to speak of God im man. He had 
made of one every nation, while appointing their 
limitations, so that they might seek him, because 
his object. in creation, perservation, and providence 
was that men should find him. They need not and 
ought not to have fallen into idolatry (Rom. 1: 18- 
25). Thus, by speaking of all nations as “one” he 
tells them of God’s universality; then he shows the 
limits of man’s life in God’s providence (Deut. 
32:8), and then the purpose for which God had 
done everything. All this would prove that there 
was not one God for each city, but one God for 
the whole world. The Athenians were proud of 
themselves, as Greeks despising other nations. (8) 

God’s Gospel Proclaimed (vs. 29-31).—From God 
in nature and in man Paul proceeded to his special 
subject of God in Christ. Since, according to the 
Greek (Stoic) poet, Aratus, man is God’s offspring 
(mark the avoidance of the term “children”), we 
ought not to think of the Deity as properly rep- 
resented by man-made images. This ignorance of 
the true God had been overlooked for a/ time 
(14:16), waiting for the special opportunity of 
his revelation in Christ, and now all reasons for 
ignorance have been taken away, and God orders 
repentance from all men, because in the future 
there is to be a day of judgment by means of the 
one whom God has appointed, and -he has proved 
this appointment by the resurrection from the dead. 
Thus, God’s Gospel is declared in relation to the 
past (v. 29), the present (v. 30), and the future 
(v. 31). (9) 

God’s Offer Made (vs. 32-34).—When mention 
had been made of the resurrection, it seemed im- 
possible for Paul to go on further, and the inter- 
ruption enables us to see the threefold result of 
his message: 1. Ridicule was shown on the part 
of some. The Epicureans did not believe in life 
beyond death, and even the Stoics, though they be- 
lieved in a future existence, were not ready 
to adopt the doctrine of. the resurrection of 
the body, and so “some. continued mocking.” — 2. 
Procrastination .was the attitude of others. This 
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may have meant a courteous -dismissal or an ad- 
journment for further enquiry.’ Perhaps, as against 
the mockers, some were keenly! desirous of hearing 


more. 3. Acceptance was seen, ‘however, in the case 
of a few. Among these was a member of the great 
court of the Areopagus, Dionysius, a man of weight 
and importance, though nothing else is known of 
him. A woman, Damaris, is mentioned, and per- 
haps she was a foreigner, and it may be of no very 
reputable character, since it appears to have been 
the custom of Greek women of respectability not 
to appear in public meetings of this kind. (10) 

N.B.—It is sometimes thought that Paul made 
a great mistake at Athens in the philosophical man- 
ner of his address, an error which showed itself in 
comparative failure, but this does not seem to be 
warranted by anything found in the story or in 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians. Paul adapted 
himself to his audience, and in view of what we 
know of Athens, it is not surprising that there 
were so few results. The passage really gives a 
striking illustration of the varying methods of apos- 
tolic preaching. We have already seen how he ad- 
dressed Jews and uncultured Gentiles (13: 16-41; 
14: 15-17), and here we have him facing the highest 
intellect and preaching with a wonderful combina- 
tion of faithfulness and tact. (11) 


Ill. Central Truths 


The Golden Text shows that beyond all question 
the supreme message of the Gospel is God. 


1.The Aspects of God—As we study the address 
with proper care, we notice the Apostle spoke of 
God as (1) the Divine Creator (v. 24); (2) the 
universal Lord (v. 24); (3) the bountiful Giver 
(v. 25); (4) the Almighty Ruler (v. 26); (5) the 
unseen Spirit (v. 27); (6) the tender Father (v. 29). 
(7) the righteous Judge (v. 31). Each of these 
calls for special attention as part of the full revela- 
tion of God. 


2. The Application to Us—“In the beginning, 
God,” are not only the first words of the Bible, 
but the foundation of all true life. God must be 
first (1) in the mind for knowledge; (2) in the 
heart for trust; (3) in the will for surrender; (4) 
in the life for obedience. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. God’s Worship Neglected (Psalm 096: 1-13). 
2.-God’s Message Delivered (Isa. 2: 10-22). 
3. Ged’s Servant Examined (Acts 4: 5-12). 
4. God’s Person. Unknown (Isa. 40: 18-25)2)'" 
5: God’s Truth Declared (2 Cor. 5: 10-17). 
6. God’s Gospel Proclaimed (Col. 1: 9-17). 
7. God’s Offer Made (John 5: 17-25). 


Wyciutrre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Christian Courtesy.— Paul stood in the midst of 
the Areopagus, and said (v. 22). The most strik- 
ing feature of this noted address, delivered amid 
the world’s greatest art and architectural beauty 
and to an audience representing the highest culture, 
is its skilled and delicate courtesy. Paul knew 
how to take the other way when occasion demanded 
(Acts 23:3). We call this fine quality in a per- 
son “tact.” Which, as he who studies the dictionary 
knows, is the same word as “touch.” Tact is the 
human unguent which lubricates life so we get 
through “slick as Greece”! Paul’s great mission 
was to start a new religion. He would launch it 
as the ship builder launches his ship. Easily, gently, 
without friction (1 Cor. 9:22; 2 Tim. 2:14). Ezra 
Willets had a fashion of keeping on his big over- 
coat when he “happened along and just dropped 
in.” Aunt Sallie said, “Just can’t get that man to 
draw his coat however you insist.” “Well, mother,” 
said Sam, “if you’d feel better with Uncle Ezra’s 
coat off I'll uncoat him for you next time he comes.” 
“Like to see you,” laughed Aunt Sally. When Ezra 
dropped in again Sam slipped down cellar and put 
the full draft on the heater. In a little while off 
came the overcoat. Warmed off. The best way 
to get folks out of the heathenism of the jungle 
or the slum is to melt them out with kindness and 
courtesy. (1) 


A Great Combination.— An altar with this in- 
scription, To AN UNKNowN Gop (v. 23). “The smart- 
est Philadelfy lawyer has nothing on Paul,” said 
Uncle Billy. This first Christian lawyer of 1900 years 
ago understood his business. This is what experts 
in the teaching process call “the point of contact.” 
It certainly: was a fine one for the message Paul 
had for these Greeks. Some of us bunglers would 
have pointed to the exquisite architecture, or re- 
ferred to the delightful Athenian climate. Some 
would have told a story or two to “break the ice.” 
Perhaps a funny story. But Paul was a master. 
His quick eye and brilliant intellect guided him 
unerringly here before the most difficult sort of an 
audience a reformer has to face. Lots of fine folks 








B; 
e, 
e 
e 


wr Os 1 RSS ee 


Se 


ies er YF ¢ se a ts 


ESO OE EE lO CU CL 





LESSON FOR JULY 16 (Acts 17 : 16-34) 


like these cultured Athenians have an 
“Unknown God.” No man above the 
brute but has a god. Thousands do not 
know their God and so are cut off from 
the great blessing of knowing they are 
the sons of God. Just suppose these 
compatriots of Socrates, Plato, and Ar- 
istotle, these countrymen of Homer and 
Phidias, could have had the revelation 
of God such as we have to-day! Yes, 
professor, suppose there could have been 
two thousand years ago a marriage of 
David’s kind of Judaism with this Greek 
learning and culture—well!!! Yet this 
is exactly what we have to-day through 
Jesus Christ. The faith and trust and 
devotion of a David in a setting of all 
that is refined in home and cathedral 
(Psa. 5:11; John 2:1, 2). (2) 


Greek Mythology.—The God _ that 
made the world, giveth to all life, and 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct: of 
this department. One dollar is offered: for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two Colm for the best illustration each 
week. 


Seeking.—Ye worship in ignorance 
(v. 23). A missionary in Honan, China, 
writes to the Record of Christian 
Work: “One day while I was talking 
to the people about ‘Our Father which 
art in heaven,’ an old lady came in and 
sat down, listening atteniively. After 
the others were. gone she said: ‘The 
God you have been speaking of is the 
one I have worshiped all my life. I 





breath, and all things (vs. 24, 25). This 
is like “twice two makes four” to us, 
but to the Greeks it sounded like the 
rhetoric of some dreamer from the 
Macedonian hills. All who have at- 
tended to Greek history are familiar 
with the beautiful ideas held about the 
making of the world. 
thing had its god or its goddess. When 
the wind went rustling through the 
shrubbery that was some divinity whis- 
pering as she passed. 
most confirmed landlubber who had 
never seen Father Neptune with trident 
in hand driving his dolphin team over 
the waves. Gods good and bad were 
everywhere. Daily life was a daily ter- 


ror. Paul taught that God is a Spirit. | 
Yet some folks | 
would like to get back to the Greek | 


A Spirit full of love. 


idea, wouldn’t they, professor? When 
the Greek heart needed comfort, en- 
couragement and guidance, they went 


to a beautiful valley that had a gas well | 


in it (such as you see around Pitts- 
burgh). Here was the famous “Delphic 
oracle” which was consulted—for a con- 
sideration, oh, my, yes! The devotee 
got a line or two of mystic poetry which 


might be- read to mean most anything. | 


Paul swept away all idolatry, even this 
beautiful and. aesthetic Greek variety. 
He emptied every temple in Greece and 
made the Parthenon, in spite of its an- 
tiquity, its exquisite lines and glorious 
sculptures, only a powder magazine that 
would one day go up in smoke and re- 
main the wreck of architecture’s high- 
est achievement (Deut. 4:19; Rom. 
1:25). (3) 


War.—He made of one every nation 
of men (v. 26). Just as I take my pen- 
cil to rough out this note on this fifth 
day of August, 1914, Great Britain has 
declared war on Germany and nearly 
all the powers of Europe are at each 
other’s throats like a pack of wild ani- 
mals. I have just been reading the 
24th of Matthew and 2 Timothy 3, and 
I am wondering. Everybody is saying 
“Christian” civilization seems to have 
broken down. In quite another sense 


“all nations” are going to be made of | 
But this war is Satan’s | 


“one blood.” 
work. God has indeed made us of one 
blood. All of us are pilgrims to Eter- 
nity and to-morrow we shall have 
passed by. Peace conferences have 
proved to be nothing more than gab- 
fests.. I have attended some. There 
will be no peace notwithstanding one- 
ness of blood until all hearts are one. 
God made us all of one blood, but we 
must make ourselves all of one heart. 
He sent Jesus to do it. Before you can 
disarm man he must have a new heart, 
Christ heart, heart of love, the turn-the- 
other-cheek heart. We Sunday-school 
folks in England and America have been 
teaching this for years. Continental 
philosophers have been teaching some- 
thing else. Killing-machine factories 
have worked right on and you see what 
you see (Prov. 16:7; Isa 2: 4). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
b 4 


“Just a Minute,” by Dr. Charles Fred- 
eric Goss, is a little book of daily read- 
ings. It affords suggestive material for 
prayer-meeting talks. Copies may be 


had for 50 cents, postpaid, from The 
Sunday School Times Co. 


Almost every- | 


It was only the | 


am now sixty-seven years old. At 
| twenty my mother’s eyesight began to 
| fail, so.I prayed: “O God, if you will 
| really make my mother’s eyes well, I 
| will offer a sacrifice of my own flesh.” 
She got well and I kept my promise 
| and cut a piece of flesh off my arm 
and offered it up.’ The dear old lady 
showed me a great scar on her left arm 
where she had offered a sacrifice to ‘Our 
Father.’ ‘Now,’ she said, ‘I want you 
to teach me this prayer [the Lord’s 
| Prayer] that I may use it daily.’ I 
felt I could say as Paul at Athens: 
‘Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, him declare I unto you.’ ”—Sent 
by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 


The Operation.—He made of one 
every nation af men (v. 26). A Jap- 
anese evangelist once said to a group 
of his countrymen, “To-day I attended 
a surgical clinic, and I saw the foreign 
teacher preparing to remove a cataract 
| from the eye of an old lady. I won- 
-dered thus to myself, ‘Suppose now, we 
Christians are mistaken, and that in- 
stead of one God, there are. many gods 
and that the. one who made the Ameri- 
can did not consult with the one who 
made the Japanese, and as the result 
there is a difference in the minute ana- 
tomy of the eye, and so this operation 
proves a failure? But no such thoughts 
seemed to disturb the doctor. He cut 
into the eye in confidence, took out 
the cataract and the patient could see. 
Truly, there is but one God.’”—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this il- 
lustration. (1) 


Sandie’s Trophy.—And he made of 
one every nation (v. 26). Scene: An 
English hospital. A Highlander with 
a German helmet. 


“So you’ve brought back his helmet, 
Sandie, my man? 
And you've killed him, I guess? It’s 
a trophy you’ve won?” 
| “Na-a, na-a,” replied Sandie, “that was- 
na the plan; 
The man was a freend, gin ye’ll wait 
till I’m done. 
I dressed his wound, and he sorted 
mine. 
No’ a word could we speak, the ane 
tae the ither; 
But I lookit at him, and I kent him a 
brither ; 
And I gied him my bonnet, in token 
ye ken. 
He lauched, an’ he grippit may han’ 
—and then 
He gied me his helmet; it came tae 
my mind, 
Here’s a trophy, thocht I, of a new- 
fangled kind. 
I dressit his wound, and he dressit 
mine. 
No’ a-word could we speak, the ane 
to the ither; 
But, tho’ he was German, I kent him 
a brither.” 
—By A. J. Dawbrey, in Australasian 
Field. From the Christian Guardian. 
Sent by L. B. Lathern, Yarmouth, Nova 
Scotia. ‘ 


His Prayer.——/f haply they might feel 
after. him (v.-27).' A little heathen 
boy, who had just. learned. the alphabet, 
was one Sunday morning.seen out on 
the hillside, with his hands clasped: to- 





| 








gether, and his eyes closed. He was 
repeating the letters of the alphabet 
over and over. The missionary drew 
near, and asked him what it meant. He 
replied, “I was praying.” “But why,” 
replied the questioner, “did you repeat 
the letters of the alphabet?” “Well,” 
he said, “I felt I must pray, and as I 
knew no prayer, I just said the letters 
of the alphabet, knowing that the great 
God would put them into words for 
me.”—From the Canadian Epworth 
Era. Sent by Emma Mathison, Union, 
Ont., Canada. 


The ‘Record.—He : will judge _ the 
world in righteousness by the man 
whom he hath ordained (v. 31). In 
our day the science of photographing 
moving objects has become very won- 
derful. By a _ kind of microscopic 
cinematography even. blood corpuscles 
are being pictured. Twelve distinct 
photographs have been taken of a bul- 
let in its passage through a bubble. The 
splashing of a drop is recorded. And 
they succeed in taking two thousand 
photographs in a _ second. If then, 
through the crude inventions of men 
these swift and subtle movements of 
matter are discovered and fixed, there 
is certainly little difficulty in believing 
that God has subtle processes of his 
own by which all the movements of 
our intellectual and moral life are in- 
fallibly recorded—From W. L. 
kinson, in The Sunday School Chronicle. 


Sent by the Rev. W. J. May, Banwell, | 
| Somerset, Eng. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


E reasoned in the synagogue with 

the Jews and the devout persons, 
and in the market-place (v.17). Such 
a wide area of appeal indicates that 
part at least of Paul’s testimony to the 
Jews. was to reproach them, with the sin 
of idle tolerance of the idolatry pre- 
vailing around them. In Romans 2: 
17-20 Paul gives a life-like portrait of 
the Jew of his time. The portrait has 
remained unfaded to the present day. 


Modern Jews maintain that their dis- | 
persion, so far from being a Divine | 


punishment for disobedience, according 
to the word of Moses, is God’s way of 
showing mercy to the Gentiles by bring- 
ing among them those who can exhibit 
a purer faith and a higher life. The 
Jews in Athens could meet Paul’s re- 
monstrance by saying that they were 
worshipers of God and were ready to 
receive any Athenians who would ac- 
cept the synagogue rules and become 
proselytes to Judaism. Their presence 
and example were sufficient. 


Certain. also of the Epicurean and 
Stoic philosophers {v. 18). Epicurean 
is the name given by the Jews to any 
rationalist, agnostic or skeptical inquirer 
among themselves. (1) 

Either to tell or to hear some new 
thing (v. 21). The Greeks were at- 
tracted by the problems of nature and 
the perplexities of life in a way that 
did not appeal to the Romans, as such 
difficulties had nothing to do with the 
conquest of the world. The Greek put 
an interrogation mark before a mystery 
where the Oriental erected a temple. 
To this spirit of self-sufficiency and 
lack of reverence was probably due the 
introduction of the early creed discus- 


sions about the nature and will of | 


Christ as Divine and human. The 
Greek of to-day is recognized. as the 
most resourceful and enterprising of 
all the races living around the Mediter- 
ranean, but even with such competitors 
as Maltese, Armenians, Jews,.and Sy- 
rians, he is also regarded the most ex- 
empt from any constraint of a personal 
or national conscience. 


The times of ignorance (v. 30). The 
same term is used by the Jews with 
reference to the period before the giv- 
ing of the Law, and by the Moslems 
to that before the descent of the 
Koran. 


ALEXANDRIA, ‘EcyPt. 
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How Damaris Found Christ 


From. the Poem “Saint Paul,” by Frederic 
W. H. Myers (published by The 
Macmillan Company). 


EARD ye of her who faint beneath the 
burthen 
Pa 5 mean to the cross and in its shadow 
ell? 


Love for a love, the angels’ for the earthen,— 
Ah, what a secret for the heavens to tell! 


She as one wild, whom very stripes enharden, 
Leapt mony times from torture of a dream, 

Shrank by the pallid olives of the garden, 
Groves of a teacher, and Ilissus’ stream: 


Then to their temple Damaris would clam- 


er, 
Stood where an idol in the lifted sky 

Bright in a light and eminent in amber 
Heard not, nor pitied her, nor made reply. 


Thence the strong soul, which never power 
can pinion, 
Sprang with a wail into the empty air; 
Thence the wide eyes upon a hushed do- 
minion 
Looked in a fierce astonishment of prayer: 





Wat- | 


Looked to Hymettus and the purple heather, 
Looked to Peiraeus and the purple sea, 

Blending of waters and of winds together, 

| va that were wild and waters that were 
ree. 


So from the soft air, infinite and pearly, 
Breathed a desire with which she could 


not cope, — 
Could not, methinks, so eager and so early, 
| Chant to her loveliness the dirge of hope; 


Could not have done with weeping and with 
aughter 
Leaving men angry and sweet love un- 
known; 
Could not go forth upon a blank hereafter 
Weak and a woman, aimless and alone. 


| Therefore with set face and with smiling 
bitter : ; : 
| Took she the anguish, carried it apart;— 
| Ah, to what friend to speak it? it were fit- 
| ter 

Thrust in the aching hollows of her heart. 


| Then I preached Christ: and when she heard 
| the story,— 
Oh, is such triumph possible to men? 
Hardly, my King, had I beheld thy glory, 
| a had nown thine excellence till 
| then. 


| Thou in one fold the afraid and the for- 


| saken,— 
| Thou with one shepherding canst soothe 
and save; 
Speak but .the word! the Evangel shall 
awaken 
Life in the lost, the hero in the slave. 


s 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


UR map shows Thessalonica, where 
last week we looked out over the 
walled city and a bay of the Aegean 
| sea. Over that sea Paul sailed the first 
| time he went to Athens. Trace the ir- 
regular Greek coast southward and you 
| find that old Greek city. Those two 
| black arms reaching northwest include 
| between them the part of the country 
| we are to see to-day. 
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Let us come up on the side of a very 
steep hill near the palace where the 
King of Greece lives. (The King him- 
self has often been up here and looked 
off in the same way.) 

A few rods distant, down before 
us, see that lower hill, partly grass 
grown—partly bare gray rock. That is 
where people gathered to hear Paul 
preach in the open air. Some buildings 
occupied parts of the hill in Paul’s 
time; those are gone now, but there is 
in sight, farther away, one marble tem- 
ple which was used every day for pagan 
‘worship at the very time when Paul 
came here. It is that long, oblong build- 
ing with a gable roof and beautiful, 
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been quite willing to know Jesus Christ 


tall pillars of marble around all four’ 





sides. as he is? 
Perhaps Paul had pesint into that - 
yery -~nle and seen worshipers say- ' 
ing pray.. there to images made of | TO KNOW CHRIST 
marble. In another temple, up on the;} |S TO GOD 
hill where we are standing, Paul must | 
have seen a huge statue of the goddess DO YOU KNOW HIM? 
Athene, made of ivory and gold. 











Those mountains we see in the dis- 
tance are the ones which are set down 
on our map. 

Use a stereograph entitled “Areo- 
pagus and the Theseion; N. W. from 
Athens toward Eleusis.” 


The use of the Underwood stereographs 
in class will be found a practical help, mak- 
ing the lesson place a real thing. Forty- 
four places are visited and described this 
ear. The forty-four stereographs cost $7.34. 
if all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case is given free. Ten are 
used in this quarter ($1.67) five of these 
(84c) are needed in July. Less than four 
in one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes 
are go cents each. Postage or express is 
prevaid on all orders for stereographs or 
stereoscopes. 

Lantern slides of the same lesson scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more, prices 
are: plain, 40 cents; sepia, 45 cents; colored, 
$1. Send orders to The Sunday School Times 
someeny, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, | 
a. 


% 


He is just waiting to have you know 
him as Saviour, and Lord, and dearest 
friend. Why hold back? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 








By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Christians wor- 

ship a living God. 

Introduction—In almost every city or 
town, or in the cemetery, there are 
statues or monuments. In large cities 
there are many in the parks. ,The chil- 
dren know that they were placed there 
to honor the memory of those who have 
lived and died. Flowers may be placed 
on them or planted beside them. Talk 
of some, possibly a soldiers’ monument, 
which on national holidays are decorated 
with flags or flowers. Sometimes peo- 
ple sing and hold memorial services. 
Christians never bow down to worship 
such statues, because they cannot see, 
hear, feel, nor know anything. 


Review.—Many people go sight-see- 





Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
“ Angel voices ever singing.” 
“Christ for the world we sing.” 

“T love to tell the story.” 

bes agen shall reign wher’er the sun.” 

e could I speak the matchless worth.” 


“O worshi 
“ Wonderfu 


(References in parentheses. are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 


the King, all glorious above.” 
words of life.” 


pee 226: 3-9 Gas 3 2. ‘hake ing when they visit a new city. Paul 
Psalm o: ‘sae Gant -_ oa did so when he came to Athens. Fault- 


Psalm 81 : 8-16 (166:1, 2). 
Psalm 96 :.1-13 (193 : 1-4). 


“ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heav- 
ly Father, we thank thee that we may know: 
thee through our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
thank thee that thou hast manifested thy- 
self through him in all thy fulness and per- 
fection, and in ways that we can see and 
understand. May we not think of thee as 


finders had driven him away from an- 
other Greek city. He had to leave in 
such a hurry that Silas and Timothy 
were left behind. Some friends were 
his traveling companions until he 
reached Athens safely. Before they re- 
turned home, Paul sent a message (Acts 
17:15) by them to tell Silas and Tim- 
othy to come to Athens-as soon as they 
could. 


Lesson Story.—Athens was a won- 
derful city, with splendid marble build- 








ings, and with many monuments and 
statues. While Paul waited he went 
sight-seeing and often stopped to read 
the names and sentences on the monu- 
ments. He was surprised to find that 
people worshiped them like gods. Paul 
felt sorry, and wished they knew God’s 
commands. (Repeat: Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me; Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven [or 
carved] image, to bow down to wor- 
ship, etc. Recite responsively Psa. 115: 
4-8.) 

As Paul walked around, he found a 
synagogue, so he went there at the 
hour for worship and talked to the 


distant and austere,—remote from the in- | 
terests that concern us, but as we see in 
esus Christ our Elder Brother and most 
oving friend, may we remember that he is 
the revelation of thyself to us. In his dear 
name we pray, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Around the pul- 
pit in a beautiful church these words 
are carved: “We Preach Christ Cruci- 
fied.” On the stone arch over the pul- 
pit these words are carved among the 
leaves of a vine, “I Am the True Vine, 
Ye are the Branches.” Over one of 
the doorways you will see carved in 
stone these words, “I Am the Door.” 

Once in that church they had a won- 
derful celebration after a hundred years | 


of life for that congregation. All| people. Many Greek men never came 
around the main room of the church to the synagogue. Paul wanted to talk 
there were names of the honored lead-| to them. He learned that they often 


ers in the church life through the whole 
century, displayed in letters of light. 
But above the arch over the pulpit was 
one name which perhaps not many in 
the church could read, as it shone 
down upon them in its own letters of 
light. These letters were in the He- 
brew, and they spelled the name “Je- He had told the story of Jesus, that he 
hovah.” | was crucified and buried, and that he 
One of the speakers at a great meet- | rose from the dead. They couldn’t be- 
ing during the celebration spoke of the | lieve it, but they liked to hear Paul. 
names that could be seen all around its| One day some of the learned men of 
walls, but he called attention to the | Athens asked Paul to speak to them, 
fact that there was one name above | out-of-doors on Mars’ Hill. It was a 
every other name, and that was the/| little hill, but a good meeting place. 
name Jehovah. Suppose now he had; Paul was pleased to have a chance 
been able only to point up to letters of | to talk to them. He was always polite. 
light over the pulpit spelling these| As he stood before them he said, I 
words, “To an Unknown God,” what | know you are very religious, for, as I | 
an empty century that would have been | passed along your streets, I saw many 
for that church! What a dark prospect | statues which you worship. As I read 
for it as they looked forward into the | the words, I learned that they are your 
future! The life of that church had! gods. I found one quite different from 
been kept up because one name was/the others: “To an unknown God.” 


met in the public market-place, so Paul 
went and found men who wanted to 
hear him talk. They met every day. 
The wise men of Athens heard about 
him and came to listen. Strangers 
asked, What will he talk about? Oth- 
ers said, He tells about strange gods. 


| are Protestant Christians), hearts were 





above every other name, and there was | To-day I want to tell you about him— 
no question about the God who had led | God, who made this wonderful world | 
that church in all its days. and everything in it. He does not 

How many of us here to-day have beert | dwell in temples made with hands. He 





looking up toward a God who is really | gives life and breath to every: living ' 
unknown to us because whe have not' thing. He made all the nations of the 
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world. He wants everybody to seek 
and find Him. He is not far from each 
one of us; in Him we live and move, 
and have our being. We could not 
live one moment without God’s care. 
(Sing one verse of How Strong and 
Sweet my Father’s Care. Carols, Leyda 
Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 

Paul said to those men that we ought 
not to think that our God is made of 
gold, silver or stone, cut out and carved 
by the hands of men. God made every- 
thing. 

Then’ Paul told the story that Jesus 
lived on this earth to show what God 
is like. He proved that he was stronger 
than death; he rose from the dead. 

The men listened gladly, until Paul 
said that Jesus rose from the dead. 
Some mocked and.made fun and 
wouldn’t listen any more. Some said, 
we will hear you again another day. 
Some took Jesus as their Saviour. 


After the Story.—A missionary set a 
large iron dog in his garden. The 
heathen natives stopped to look at it. 
Some spoke to it, or went near and 
touched it, but the dog did not move. 
They asked what it was for. The mis- 
sionary said it was his watch dog. Then 
they laughed, for they knew that an) 
iron dog could not see, hear, nor bark | 
at any one. 

The missionary said, My iron dog 
can watch me just as well as your | 
stone gods can watch you, for they | 
cannot see, hear, nor help you. Then 
the heathen learned how foolish it was 
to fear an idol, or to pray to a god 
of stone, silver or gold. 

“Though the heathen baw to idols 

They have made of wood or stone, 


We have Christian friends to tell us | 
Thou. art God and thou alone.” 


(Primary and Junior Hymnal—Heidelberg | 
Press, Philadelphia 35 cents.) 
Hand-work.—Write any short Bible 
verse about God. 
CHICAGO. | 
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My Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


PEOPLE who visited the Panama | 
Exposition at San Francisco were 
delighted with the grounds, buildings, 
and exhibits, and with the natural glory , 
of the city and the sea. But as they 
watched the throng rushing madly after 
pleasure and gain in that wide-open 
city where saloons, amusement houses, 
and parks are crowded, but the churches 
deserted (for but four’ and one-half 
per cent of the half million inhabitants 





| 


sad. (1) 

As they journeyed on down the coast 
and enjoyed San Diego’s Fair they were 
dismayed to see beautiful Point Loma 
controlled by Theosophists with their 
temple and Buddhist: worship. - (2) 

Paul, too, was stirred as he walked 
up and down the streets of Athens, lined | 
with their statues and gods. 

Every gateway and porch had its pro- 
tecting god, every street and square its 
sanctuary. Paul was not unmindful of 
the beauty and art, but he saw in Athens 








|a picture of the human heart; full of 


idols, beautiful as some of them might 
be, there was passion, unrest, and long- 
ing for some One beyond. 

These people were “very religious.” | 
They no doubt attended a great many | 
services with all sorts of forms and 
ceremonies. They said many prayers, 
they offered gifts and money, but their 
souls were lost. Being “very religious” 
will not save any one. We think it is 
strange that these cultured Athenians | 
were ignorant of that. Yet in this | 
twentieth century, in enlightened | 
America, scores of people with their | 
names on the church roll think being | 
“very religious” is saving them. | 
Jesus Christ in the heart counts (John 
14:6; Acts 16:31; Eph. 2:8, 9). (3) 

There is no excuse for us, in America 
not knowing this. But there are thou- 
sands of girls and boys, men and 
women, across the waters who are 





'pentance) was Paul’s object; 


| accepting Christ 


VT 
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but of whom they have not heard, be- 
cause no one has gone to tell them. 
Won't some of you girls go and tell 
them? (4) 

Something all could do now would 
be to send Sunday-school helps, cards, 
papers, pictures, post cards, scrap-books, 
etc., to your missionaries. Confer with 
the Rev. Samuel D. Price, 216 Metro- 
politan Tower, New York City. 

Use some simple outline of Paul’s 
sermon: theme, God,—Creator of uni- 
verse; Creator of mankind; Wrong 
views of God; His command—Repent- 
ance, why? 

If every breath we draw is from 
God, should not every breath we draw 


| be for God? 


Do we appreciate God’s approach- 
ableness? Have you ever tried to get 
an audience with President Wilson? 
Your errand would have to be of great 
importance. You would have to tell 
it to clerks or secretaries first. The 
interview would be limited to but a few 
minutes, and perhaps only once in a 
lifetime would this privilege be granted. 
How different with the sovereign ruler 
of the universe, Our Heavenly Father! 
He will always receive us; no mediator 
is required. We can present matters 
great or small, when and where we will. 

To bring these people to God (re- 
is that 
your object with your girls, teachers? 

How was the message received? 
Some mocked, others, more polite, said 
“Not to-night, Paul, some other time.” 
A story is told of Satan and his as- 
sistants in conference as to how best 
to do their work. One persuaded peo- 
ple to deny the Bible, another to deny 
the deity of Christ. At length, one said, 
“T let people believe these are true, but 
I tell them there is no hurry, put off 
until later.” All 
agreed that his suggestion was the best: 

When you are convinced, do not ask 
to “hear again,” but act at once. Some 
did act at once and were received as 
God’s ;children (John 1:12). 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Name in order the places visited by 
Paul on his second missionary journey ? 

What great games were celebrated 
near Corinth? 


How’ was Paul’s missionary trip 
financed ? 
Is preaching more honorable than 


farming? 

Should every girl know some kind 
of work, so that she could be self-sup- 
potting if need be? Why? 

BisLte Institute, Los ANGELEs. 
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For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


HE Times Question Quarterly gives 
date, number, title, Golden Text, 
and Scripture reference of each lesson, 
but no text. For the text pupils must 
use their Bibles, and familiarity with 
their Bibles is thus the first advantage 
of this plan. 

Each week The Sunday School Times 
publishes a brief article by Mr. Long 
telling how to make the most effective 
use of the two sets of Questions in 
the Quarterly for that week. 

In the Quarterly itself, following the 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets 
of questions on the lesson. The first set 
(usually about seven in number) is in- 
tended to cover the “story” of the les- 
son. Each pupil is required to answer 
this first set of questions in writing, 
using blank space provided for the pur- 
pose on each page. The leaf is per- 
forated. The pupil tears it out and 
brings it to Sunday-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, 
containing additional work for the older 
pupils, but written work is not required 
on this set. 

The Times Question Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions on the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 


“very religious” in their worship of, terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
idols whose hearts are reaching out! year, from The Sunday School Times 
after this unknown God whom we know, Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 16 (Acts 17 : 16-34) 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 3 


Have you thought of using this Times 
_—- Quarterly to keep in touch with 
the members of your class during sum- 
mer vacation absences? It may be just 
the method you have been looking for. 
They can keep up a “correspondence 
course” with you no matter where you 
and they are, filling out the answers to 
uestions week by week and mailing the 
etachable perforated sheets back to you. 
The Editor of The Sunday School Times 
.would like to hear from you on the re- 
sults of this summer plan in your own 


class. 

NDEX words for chapter 17: Ques- 

tions Answered at Athens. 

Whether you teach young pupils or 
older, you can close this lesson with a 
talk on the Golden Text. Questions 7 
and | both lend themselves to this. : 

Questions f and g afford opportuni- 
ties to interest your pupils in “how to 
study the Bible,” and this is one of 
your most important talks. ; 

In our lesson for to-day sail off into 
poetry, philosophy, and oratory if you 
will, but land somewhere. Some classes 
will want to use this as a missionary 
lesson, which is well; but bear in mind 
what John R. Mott has said: “An 
alarming weakness among Christians 
is that we are producing Christian ac- 
tivities faster than we are producing 
Christian experience and Christian 
faith: that the discipline of our souls 
and the deepening of our acquaintance 
with God are not proving sufficiently 
thorough to enable us to meet the un- 
precedented expansion of opportunity 
and responsibility of our generation.” 

The first duty of the Sunday-school 
is to “produce Christian experience and 
Christian faith’ in its own members, 
to produce Christian character, rather 
than to engage in Christian activities. 
Missions are vital, and are to be en- 
couraged and engaged in by the Sun- 
day-school, but no amount of giving to 
missions will take the place of, nor 
alone produce, Christian character. 

For Next Week’s Lesson 

The work below the lines is light; it 

is hardly necessary to divide it up 


In this Matter 
of Health 














one is either with the winners 
or with the losers. 


It’s largely a question of 
nght eating—night food. For 
sound health one must cut out 
rich, indigestible foods and 
choose those that are known 
to contain the elements that 


build sturdy bodies and keen 


brains. 


Grape-Nuts 


is a wonderfully balanced food, 
made from whole wheat and 
barley. It contains all the 
nutriment of the grain, includ- 
ing the mineral phosphates, 


indispensable in Nature's plan 
for body and brain rebuilding. 


Grape-Nuts is a concen- 
trated food, easy to digest. It 
is economical, has delicious 
flavor, comes ready to eat, 


and has helped thousands in 


the winning class. 


“There’s a Reason” 
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among various pupils. However, the 
following divisions may be used if de- 
sired: 

b; c, d; e; f, g; h; i; leaving a, j, k, 
for the entire class. 

Last week mention was made of 
Drummond’s address “The Greatest 
Thing in the World.” Are you taking 
the necessary steps to have copies of 
this for your pupils? (Revell, and 
other publishers, 25 cents to $1.) 


Ext Paso, Texas, 
> 4 


Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


How would you pass the time if 
you had to spend several days in a 
strange city?” asked teacher. 

“Walk around and see the sights,” 
answered Bumps, and we all nodded 
our heads. 

Teacher said that was just what Paul 
did in Athens (v. 23) on the visit we 
talked about last Sunday. 

Teacher thinks we ought to feel the 
way Paul always felt about sin. He 
says it’s an awful thing to get so used 
to an evil, like the saloon, that we be- 
comé indifferent. We ought to have 
a horror every time we go by one, and 
put up a prayer for God to save the 
saloon men and smash the business. 

Bert told how Paul began to preach 
in the Jewish synagogue, and even 
down on the street corner when he 
could get anybody to listen to him. He 
was a regular Salvation Army. 

Teacher says. that’s the way to do, 
take advantage of whatever oppor- 
tunity there is. The best way to get 
a good job is to take whatever you can 
get and then earn a promotion, rather 
that loaf around waiting for something 
better to turn up. If the church had 
used the street corner opportunity more 
it would have a wider pulpit hearing 
now. 

Anyway, Paul spoke out when he 
was stirred, and that’s a whole lot bet- 
ter than to be stirred and not speak 
out. 

Teacher told a story about’ a ball 
game he saw between a Sunday-school 
nine and some North End fellows. The 
game hadn’t more than started when 
they began swearing awfully. The 
Sunday-school fellows couldn’t hardly 
stand for that, but the captain didn’t 
dare say anything. So they just 
scowled and went on. Pretty soon it 
got worse. Then the little shortstop 
walked right up to that big North-End 
captain and said: “Captain, if your 
men can’t keep from swearing we'll 
have to forfeit the game. That’s one 
thing we can’t stand for.” 

Of course they laughed at him, and 
tried to bluff him. But he stuck right 
to it, and finally they cut out the swear- 
ing and finished the game, and were all 
good friends, too. That boy was a 
regular Paul, wasn’t he? 

Then Paul got his big chance. Some 
of the leading men took him up on 
Mars’ Hill to the place where their 
supreme court held its sessions, and 
asked him to explain his Gospel to their 
set. 

Teacher showed us a photograph of 
that hill as it looks now, and told how 
the delegates to the World’s Sunday 
School Convention in Jerusalem visited 
it om Easter morning and heard a ser- 
mon on the same subject Paul took— 
Jesus and the Resurrection. 

Fred had to tell about Paul’s sermon. 
His father had helped him and he talked 
it off in great style. 

Teacher says many heathen to-day 
are reaching out after the true God, 
just as Paul said, but they can’t really 
know him until they learn about the 
risen Christ whom the Father sent to 
the world as his representative. Christ 
reveals the Father (John 14:9), and 
we must tell them about Christ. 

Bumps told how some laughed at 
Paul’s sermon, some said they would 
think about it, and a few accepted 
Christ. Teacher says truth always di- 
vides people into Derripers, DeLavers, 
Decipers. He put it on the board that 
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way, and declared only the deciders | and when God who dwells in light unto 


can be saved. (1) 
Our home questions for next week 
are: 


Where did Paul make his home in 
Corinth? (vs. 2, 3.) 

What did Paul preach at Corinth? 
(1 Cor. 2:1, 2.) 

How did Paul run his Corinthian 
campaign? (v. 4.) 

What encouragement did Paul re- 
ceive at Corinth? (v. 5; 1 Cor. 11:9; 
Phil. 4: 15.) 

What were the results of Paul’s 
preaching? (v. 8; 1 Cor. 16:15; 1: 
14, 15.) : 
How did the Jews try to get rid of 
Paul (vs. 12-17.) 

Trace Paul’s return to Antioch. 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





July 10 to 16 
Mon.—Acts 17: 16-21. Paul at Athens. 

While Paul “waited” his spirit was 
stirred. His “waiting” was more active 
than the toil of others. It may be pos- 
sible to be doing our best work when 
we seem to be doing least. A city 
wholly given to idolatry was a sight 
which moved his whole nature as with 
a paroxysm of agony. 

PRAYER SuGGESTION: Pray for the 
poor of the land. For the destitute and 
the lonely and for all who are strug- 
gling with adversity, poverty, and mis- 
fortune. Pray for the widow and the 
orphan from whom the bread-winner 
has been taken, and that such bereaved 
ones may lean on the arm of the Lord. 
Tues.—Acts 17: 22-34. Paul’s Speech. 

The “Man” referred to by Paul is 
the “Man Christ Jesus” once dead but 
raised to die no more. He who died 
for all becomes the Judge of all, and 
when we stand before him our attitude 
to him and the thoughts of our hearts 





| grace 


regarding him will be revealed. Who 
shall stand? , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
business men and women, that with their 
manifold cares and anxieties they may 
not shut out the claims of the Christ 
or fail to think of the needs of the 
soul. Remember, too, the business 


which no man can approach, speaks 
out of the heights of His glory, it is 
that he may reveal himself. Thus does 
he give us to know the greatness of 
his love for us. , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
colleges, schools, seminaries, and uni- 
versities. 
teachers and professors. Pray that the 
Spirit of Christ may take hold of all 
our educational institutions and that all 
Gospel work among the students may 
receive the approval and blessing of the 
Lord. Pray also for steadfastness to be 
given to all Christian students. 


Sat.—Col. 3:1-11. All Races Made One. 
Surface variations ever remain as 
things in themselves, but in this new 
society there exists neither bondman 
nor freeman. In the atmosphere of 
the new creation distinctions cannot 
breathe, and things which separate are 
banished. All are one in Christ Jesus. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
millions of nominal Christians whose 
formality and worldliness are a sore 
hindrance to the progress of the cause 
of Christ. Pray that the churches’ in- 
difference to the claims of the dying 
and sinning heathen may be removed, 
and that professing children of God 
may learn to redeem the time for God. 
Sun.—Eph. 3: 1-13. Dispensation of Grace. 
What a great word “grace” is. It may 
be doubted if its fulness is understood 
as clearly as it gught to be. It means 
among many other things the ever ac- 
tive love of God toward unworthy ob- 
jects. Wonderful is that grace that 
stoops so low in order to raise so high. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray. that 
words may be spoken to-day which may 
help to relieve burdened hearts, cheer 


drooping spirits, strengthen the weak . 


and inspire the desponding. Pray for 
a life of fragrance and sweetness of 
temper and spirit that your testimony 
for Christ may count with your fellows. 


New York City. 





Children at Home 








Freddie’s Flag 
By Frances McKinnon Morton 





man’s. special difficulties and pray that 
may be granted to face all) 
heroically. 


Wed.—Exod. 3: 11-15. God’s Name Declared. | 


“T am that I am.” This is the Divine | 
name indicating the self-revelation of 


God. “I am,” suggesting the intense 
reality of his Being; also his Eternity. 
He fills all the past, the present, and 


the future, and is equal now to all hu- 
man need. Let us learn to live in him 
and not in -circumstances. 


Prayer SuccesTions: Pray for the 
power of the Holy Spirit to rest upon 
all branches of the Christian Church. 
For your own denomination, your own 
church, and Pastor; and for .all the 
members of your church and congrega- 
tion, and that a deepening spirit of 
Christian love may possess all. 
Thurs.—Isa. 44: 6-20. Folly of Idolatry. 

The prophet pours scorn on all idola- 
ters. Idolatry is degrading, sinful, 
vain and foolish. The idolater feeds 
on ashes, a process which is irritating 
and unsatisfying. The words describe 
the condition of all who make anything 
else than God their aim and their joy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
sia and her dependencies in Central 
Asia. Except in the nominal Christian 
population—about ten per cent—the so- 
cial and moral conditions are akin to 
those of other Moslem lands. The dif- 
ficulties of the work are great on ac- 
count of not more than fifteen percent 
of the population having settled abodes. 
They may, however, be reached through 
the ministry of intercession. 


Fri.—Heb. 1: 1-9. God Revealed in His. Son. 





God the unseen, the incomprehensible, 
the infinite, hath spoken in His Son, 


Pray for Rus- | 





he IT my ~~ Grandfather?” asked 
Freddie,_as Grandfather Mason un- 
folded a lovely shining new silk flag 
and put it into his hands. ; 

“Your very own, my boy,” answered 
the old man, looking down at him with 
a pleased smile. 

Together they went upstairs and fas- 
tened the lovely shining thing out over 
the front porch so that it fluttered like 
a bird in the warm south wind that blew 
in from the Gulf of Mexico. 

“Oh, I just love it!” exclaimed Fred- 
die, blushing through his tan and freck- 
les as he felt his young heart growing 
warm and tender while he touched the 
lovely flag with his hands. 

“So do I, boy,” breathed the old man 
proudly, “and now you can have this 
to keep you company to-day while your 
grandmother and I go to the farm on 
some business. You’ve never been a 
whole day at home alone, but you are 
ten years old, and a pioneer lad like 
you are now is almost a man at ten 
years.” 

“I’m not afraid to stay, sir,” Freddie 
answered proudly, and Grandfather 
Mason smiled, because he knew that 
Live Oak Village was one of the quiet- 


| est and safest little towns in the whole 


United States, or he wouldn’t have left 
the small boy alone. 

Judge and Mrs. Mason expected to 
reach home some time before twilight, 
and grandmother never forgot plenty 
of nice lunch for a hungry boy, so 
Freddie was sure of a happy day. 

Other children came in during the 
morning, and they played games over the 
wide grassy yard—two boys stayed to 
eat lunch with him, and the day seemed 
flying very happily by, but in the after- 


For pupils and students; all © 
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noon an ugly black cloud came rolling 
up into the sky and mothers began call- 
ing their children home. . 

‘Some of the boys wanted Freddie 
to go home with them, but he didn’t, 
because he knew the chickens were to 
be fed, and the cow to be put into her 
stall. 

‘He thought it might be a little rain 
storm, and so delay his grandfather 
and grandmother in their home-com- 
ing, so he fed the cow and milked her 
after he had fed the chickens. 

All that time he felt a little lonely, 
but certainly not at all afraid, though 
the wind had stopped blowing and a 
dark green light was spreading over 
the black cloud. 

Then all at once, while he was bring- 
ing in an armful of kindling for the 
kitchen, a terrible clatter began on the 
roof of the barn, and before he could 
move out of his steps it had spread 
to the roof of the house, and then it 
seemed to come from all the roofs all 
over town, and so far as Fred could 
see, it seemed to be raining great hail- 
stones all over the whole world. 

He. flew into the house with his 
kindling, and then hearing the cow 
lowing loudly, he ran back to shut the 
door of the stall so that she would not 
be frightened and run out into the 
storm. 

Then he came in and began closing 








Forty Ways 
and More 


To 
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California 

and the 
North Coast 
a sealed “« toe a —- my 
is the title ofan attractive booklet is- 
sued by the CHICAGO & NORTH 
WESTERN RY., which outlines in 
concise form more than forty différént 
attractive routes from Chicago t® Cal- 
ifornia and the North Coast country 
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line maps how you may plan a vaca- 
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teresting to those seeking rest and 
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White Canvas Shoes ! Ladies, 


Sqnd for free catalog describing our Medlund 
elte with rubber heels and Neolin soles for 
home, street or vacation wear. Neat, Stylis! 
and Comfortable. Also specialties in black 
Vici Kid unlined Comfort shoes with 
@’Sullivan Rubber heels. 
ILLOW SHOE Co. Bont T, 
Summer &t., BOSTON, ASS, 


















CORDON 


BIBLE COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 
National, Evangelical, Interdenomi- 
pnational,..Voecational, Cultural. A 
school for the development of Chris- 
tian leadership. Courses of college 
grade. Faculty of leaders and spe- 
cialists. New fire-proofbuilding witt 
Tuition free. Address 


dormitories. 


Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible Col 








a ome maniac. THE NEW Paortssion.” is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrated handbook—it’s FREE. Home study 





Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, soz W. 69th St., CutcaGo, IL. 
Samptes FREE to Band and 
Orchestra leaders. 
Cc. L. BARNHOUSE, Dept. S, 
Oskaloosa, lowa, U.S. A. 
between the ages 
WANTED. YOUNG LADIES 2 19 and 35 to 
take Nurse training. For particulars apply Super- 
intendent Mayswood Hospital, Maysville, Ky. 
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the windows, for the weather was warm 
and the house had been wide open. 

It was dark by this time, and Fred- 
die turned on the lights in the dining- 
room, but the big empty house sounded 
as if it were falling all about his ears, 
and now and then a sharp clap of 
thunder came along with the hail. 

It was very cozy in the dining-room, 
though, until he remembered his flag, 
and then away upstairs he ran, and out- 
side on the front porch where he could 
easily reach the lovely thing and rescue 
it from the storm. 

It didn’t take long to do that, and 
still Freddie was not at all afraid. 

He spread the flag out on his: own 
white bed and thought all over again 
that it was the most beautiful flag in 
the world, and he was very proud to 
own it. 

Then he remembered something that 
made him very uncomfortable. He re- 
membered that the attic windows were 
all standing wide open and ought to 
be shut. 

By this time it was quite dark, and 
drops of rain were coming down with 
the hail. There were no lights up in 
the attic, and it was quite dark up there. 


Freddie sat down in a chair in his room | 


and tried to read a story, while he said 
to himself, “Of course grandmother 
wouldn’t want me to take a lamp up 
there in this wind, and she wouldn’t 


| expect me to go up there in the dark.” 


That was all perfectly: true, but it 
was also true that the lovely ceilings 
to the bedrooms would all be spoiled 
if the rain blew in at the attic windows 
and leaked through into the rooms be- 
low. 

“T can’t help it,” said Freddie. “She 
didn’t say anything about my closing 
them, and she’ll think I just forgot it— 
besides she’ll be so proud because I at- 
tended to the cow that she’ll say I’m 
a brave boy. And grandfather will, 
too,” he added to himself; then his 
lovely Red, White and Blue Flag said, 


; “Red says be brave, Blue Says be true, 


White says be pure”! 
“And I'll just do it, you good old 
flag,” said Freddie,as he marched bravely 


‘up into the dark attic and closed the 


' windows tight. 





“T’d be ashamed to live 
with a good flag like ours—one that 
knows what a brave man is—and then 
not try to be brave and true, and pure 
myself !” 

When Grandfather Mason and Grand- 
mother Mason came home they were 
just as proud of Freddie as he thought 
they would be, but the best thing about 
it was that Freddie was sure the flag 
of his country was proud of him too, 


because he had tried to be worthy of } 


what it stands for. 
San ANTONIO, TEXAS. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, July 16. 


Purity, Temperance, and Strength 
(Dan. 1 : 8-20). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Pure hearts (Matt. 5 o. 
Saee--Cheanen yourselves (2 Cor. 6: 14- 

83 rt: 2h 
Wed.—Self-control (Rom. 6 : 12-23). 
Thurs.—A temperate tongue (Jas. 3: 


1-13). 
Fri.—Silent strength (John 19: 1-12). 
Sat.—Source of strength (Isa. 40 : 5-31.) 








form of feeling toward God and unseen 
things. There is truth in each of these 
views. But James sweeps past both of 
them and strikes right at the heart of 
religion and of life in his definition. 
“Pure religion and undefiled before 
God,” he says, “is unspottedness.” It 
is something else too. It is service and 
unspottedness, these two things. 
“ 

But it is unspottedness. That is re- 
ligion. We may call it purity, holiness 
or sanctification, but James calls it un- 
spottedness. Religion to the early Chris- 
tians was a fresh and living and real 
thing, and they preferred to use words 
with regard to it which bit into con- 
science. And this plain, significant met- 
|aphor of spotlessness they especially 
| liked. Jesus was washing the Church 
so that it would be a glorious Church, 
not having spot or anything like a spot 
in it. Jesus Himself was the Lamb of 
God without spot, who through the 
Eternal Spirit offered Himself up spot- 
lessly. And sin was nothing more viv- 
idly than a spot, and sin-eaten men, 
dominated. by beastly appetite, born 
mere animals and never rising above 
their birth were simply “blemishes and 
spots.” 





% 


Sin viewed in this light was not a 
thing to be toyed with. It was to be 
openly defied and detested. Men were 
bidden to “hate the very garments 
spotted by the flesh,” to flee from lusts 
which warred against the soul, to stran- 
gle the whole brood of little serpents 
which uncoil from lust and falsehood 
and disobedience. If once these things 
get a place in life they corrode it like 
vitriol. Rose water could not wash 
them away. Nothing would, “nothing 
but the blood of Jesus.” 

% 


The pure-hearted man will abhor im- 
pure-mindedness and_ spotted talk. 
Those of us who have read Coleridge 
Patteson’s life will recall that, when 
captain of the cricket team at Eton, 
his team was dining with “the eight” of 
the boats, and after dinner was over, 
and some of the men were speaking and 
talking, one of them got up and began 
an objectionable song. Coleridge Pat- 
teson called out at once “If that does 
not stop, I shall leave the room.” He 
left the room and refused to go back 
to his place on the team until personal 
apologies were made. Dr. Trumbull 
once told of a similar incident in the 
life of General Grant. There was a 


slight lull in one of his campaigns and | 


some officers were sitting about Grant 
talking. One of the men looked around 
| and said, “I have a good story to tell. 
| I believe there are no ladies here.” 
General 


Grant looked up and said 
quietly, “No, sir; but there are gentle- 
| men here.” 


% 
| And strength and power are in 


” 


purity. 
Read Tennyson’s “Sir Galahad. : 


g My good blade carves the casques of men, 
y tough lance thrusteth sure, 
My strength is as the strength of ten, 
ecause my heart is pure,” 


“Be clean, for the strength of the 
hunter is known by the gloss of his 
hide.” 

“Ye are the temple of God and the 
| Spirit of God dwelleth in you. If any 
| man defile the temple of God, him shall 
| God destroy; for the temple of God 
| is holy, which temple ye are.” 
| What can withstand those who see 
| God? And who are to see God? 


New York Clty. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
¢ to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each, per year: 

$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies  gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: . 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can aiso supply the other_publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

The Pee is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OLD ORCHARD CONVENTION 


The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance 


AUGUST 4-14 
SPEAKERS 
PAUL RADER, Chicago, 
DR. C. 1. SCOFIELD, 
C. GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, 
EVANGELIST CHARLES INGLIS, 
AND MISSIONARIES FROM ALL LANDS. 
Under the direction of Rev. A. B. Simpson, New 
York. For programs and other particulars address 
Rev.A.B.Simpson,692 Eighth Ave., New York 
ATTRACTIONS 
Northern Air —Sea Air— Mountain Air—Finest Beach 
in the world—Spiritual and Missionary Atmosphere. 

















Missionary Investment! Bernal Dividends 
The India 
Christian Mission 


founded by Arthur S. Paynter, a missionary in India 
thirty-two years, has 3,000 Christians. The need of 
the hour is to establish Bible Training Schools, where, 
free from destructive criticism and heresies, native 
men can be instructed in Bible truth and practical 
se, ted mony 

Two hundred gifts of $60.00 ($12,000) would estab- 
lish the institution on a permanent, self-supportin 
basis. Will you have a share in this investment? 
Pray about it. : 

United States Council: Rev. Geo. H. Dowkontt. 
Chairman(Superintendent. Fulton Street Prayer Meet- 
ing), Rev. Jos. W. Kemp (Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York), Mr. F. C. Barton, and others. 

Miss E, Eyerman, Secret’y, 113 Fulton St., New York, N.Y. 


Preparation for 
Social and Religious Service 
The Schauffler Missionary Training School 


prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service amon 
their own people ; also for pastors’ secretaries, an 
the various forms ot institutional church work. 
Correspond with the Principal, ~ 


Mrs,MaryW.Mills,5111 PowlerAve.,$.E. Cleveland,O. 




















Why should the body be kept sacred? 
Why should we guard against all 
What shall we do with our strength? 


? 





EN have always found it a difficult 

task to agree upon an acceptable 
definition of religion. Some wish to 
emphasize the intellectual element of 
thought and conviction which must un- 
derlie any strong and transmissible re- 
ligion. Others prefer to give promi- 


nence to feeling and experience and think 
of religion as an attitude of heart, a 


Theological Seminary 
Scholarly and practical train- 
ing forthe ministry. Faculty 
of thirteen resident professors 
besides special lecturers. Not- 
able library of 95,000 volumes. 
Liberal scholarships to stu- 
dents of high rank and gradu- 
ate fellowships. Open to col- 
lege graduates of all Christian 
denominations. Address 

Dean M. W. JACOBUS. 


and settlement 


training. 








HARTFOR 


School of Religious Pedagogy 
Degree Course for graduates of 
colleges and theological semi- 
naries. Diploma Course prepares 
lay workers for salaried positions 
in all kinds of Christian service, 
church, Sunday-school, mission 
work. 
spondence Courses for teacher 
Demand for 
workers greater than supply. 
Address Dean E. H. KNIGHT. 


W. Douglas Mackenzie 
President 


The Kennedy School 
of Missions 

A Graduate School for Special 
Preparation. Interdenomination- 
al. For candidates,appointees and 
missionaries. Large faculty and 
library.Courses in phonetics,cer- 
tain vernaculars, history and re- 
ligions of mission fields, sociolo- 
gy, Bible, business methods, etc. 
Address The Secretary, 
CAPEN. 


Corre- 


trained 








